Article by Doug Jenson
Photos by Jerry Eichhorst

Jean and Mel Eichhorst, Marvin
Burke, Dell Mangum, and Dorene
Burke above Terrace Canyon on
the Lander Road outing

On July 17-18, IOCTA sponsored
an outing on the Lander Road in
eastern ldaho. Nature and man
have separated the road into two
sections, one accessible only on
foot (or horse) and the other
accessible to motorized vehicles.
Three of us (plus the dog, Jake)
hiked the Terrace Canyon portion
of the road on Friday, and 12 of us
started out on the driveable
section on Saturday. We followed the trail fromtdasvest,
ending at present-day Fort Hall. Along the way salviolks
dropped out, so we ended up with five going thele/ay.
This seems like about the right proportion for &lavg the
trail in the emigrants’ day.

Much of the original Lander Road still exidtspugh not
always contiguously. In some areas we were abdiive in
the original ruts; in other places we made wide@det to
come back to the trail at various spots. The dast terrible,
just as it was for the original travelers. We utegltrail Lane’s grave
guide published by Frederick West Lander in 1859 as

our guide, and quickly determined that the emigrant
were more courageous than we are. Still, we finally | Lander outing 1
emerged at our destination, no worse for the wear. Three Island Crossing 2
Participants in the outing were Lyle and Nadin Second Hitch Husband 2
Lambert; Marvin and Dorene Burke; Charlene Coming events 5
Olorenshaw; Dell Mangum; Jerry, Mel and Jean Chesterfield/Ft. Hall outing 5
Eichhorst; Dave Ruthardt; Bill Wilson; Gary From the Editor 6
Montgomery; and Doug Jenson. Diaries Across Idaho 7

For more outing photos, see p.6.



Readers wishing to see the final
reenactment of the dangerous crossing of
the Snake River, which thousands of
Oregon Trail emigrants endured, should
visit Three Island Crossing State Park in
Glenns Ferry on Saturday, August 8.

For a schedule of activities, visit
http://glennsferryidaho.org/three_island_
crossing_org.htm.
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by Bill Wilson

For Part | of the story, see Vol. 21,
Issue 2.

Near the end of her life, Frances Maxon
wrote of her and her family’s
experiences traveling on the Oregon
Trail to Walla Walla. | include her
stories here for all you trail enthusiasts:
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Frances'’ first recorded reminiscences of
her westward journey, written in 1920.
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" # ! Later, Frances wrote another anecdote
$#" $& of an incident on their trip out WeSee
! #1 ! ! page 4for the conclusion.
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" $ ! Arianne Smith, Bob Clark and Joanne and Andy
$™$ e Hammond at the 2008 convention in Nampa where
% +.-9% " " AAn_dy received a Presidential Citation for Special
’ chievement for his  Overland Journal column, The
Look of the Elephant
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g g "G - (;;( $$, | suspect Frances planned another

" ..'$ S # # episode that didn’t get written,
) # % unfortunately.
4 4 2 _ The informa_tion for the first story, “A
9 "6 1§ 1 # Six Husband Hitch,” came to me via
# Maureen Gobel from her new sister-in-
# $ # law, Joan Veatch, who is the great
4 0 grand-daughter of Frances Adelia
( ) "l %8 Maxon via her first child, Caroline
%( ' 1) % “Carrie” Brinkerhoff. The information
| T for “The Second Hitch Husband” came
' i ' from Maggie Junkins, great grand-
# % daughter of Frances and Seneca Samuel
B $ | "B Coston, the “second husband.” Maggie
# I 9% ( is the granddaughter of their last child,
$

g Rubert Coston.
! $# % On 23 Feb. Maggie wrote to
S " # Maureen, “My mom also had no idea
"S H# H# " that her grandmother had been married
16 1 1$&! six times. She knew she was divorced
H# $8" | % # | from Seneca Samuel [Coston] and
Il $&H $# married to Aldice Davis. So it was quite
1 3 # % a shock when she discovered that there
$ | $# were also two marriages and divorces in
$ $# % between. . .To my mom, Frances is a
_ _ " living, breathing person who she loved
13 | 1 # A very much. Whenever I've asked her to
I "o describe her grandmother she always has
e #%( " said that she was ‘a sweet, lovely lady
$ ! " & % who was very, very kind.”
"& ) &!#3$&" $"H Maureen replied: “A sweet, lovely
& #" I $ lady who was very, very kind IS an
% $ I excellent legacy.”
$"# # # A follow-up of this pioneer family
% $# #"$" reveals a connection to the Goodale
I # 1 # Trail, which will interest some of our
Idaho chapter readers. Soon after 1900,



Seneca Samuel Coston, Frank Coston
[Frances’ step-son], and Hugh Coston,
Frances'’ first child with Seneca, took out
homesteads and mining claims on Cave
Creek in Washington County, ID, across
the Snake River from the old town of
Robinette. Frank married Mrs. Mary
Stickney in Cambridge on August 23,
1907. Hugh married Mrs. Josiephine
Winegar in Gate City, Virginia, on Dec.
22,1911. By 1916, when their second
child was born, they were living in a
house on Brownlee Creek, Washington
County, ID. They later lived at the
mouth of Brownlee Creek in Idaho until
1919. Seneca, his father, b. 1835, came
to Oregon with his family in 1852,
Frances to Washington in 1859, and
their first-born son, Hugh, lived near the
1862 Goodale Trail. Does that connect
to the Trails sufficiently for all you Rut-
Nuts?
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Article and photos by Jerry Eichhorst

On Sunday, July 19, Bill Wilson (Boise
IOCTA member), Gary Montgomery
(Pocatello guest) and | traveled through
the Fort Hall Reservation with our guide,
Rusty Houtz. We picked Rusty up in
Lava Hot Springs and traveled east to
Sheep Rock. Turning north on Oregon
Trail Road, we followed the route of the
Trail along the east side of the Portneuf
River valley.

Bill Wilson, Rusty Houtz, Jerry Eichhorst
with Mount Putnam in the background

Near the north end of Chesterfield
Reservoir, we turned west and followed
the route of the Trail along Jeff Cabin
Creek and the north side of Mount
Putnam. Reaching the summit, we could
see many miles in both directions, a
view often commented on in emigrant
diaries. Descending to Big Springs, we
noted what an excellent camping area it
would have been. Our road soon left the
route of the Trail as we worked our way
out of the hills and onto the Snake River
bottoms and the site of old Fort Hall.
The day wrapped up touring the
Shoshone-Bannock Tribal Museum.

Rusty Houtz proved to be an
excellent guide, knowing the route and



the roads to reach the Oregon Trail
across the reservation. In addition, his
background in cattle ranching,
professional rodeo (Hall of Fame
member), television and movie extra,
driving movie stars, and art provided
entertainment and interesting stories all
day.

If you are interested in making this
trip yourself, contact Rosemary
Devinney at the Shoshone-Bannock
Tribal Museum in Fort Hall (208-237-
9791) to arrange for a guide. A high-

clearance 4WD vehicle is recommended.

We extend our thanks to Rusty for a
great day!

Lander Road outing

Above Terrace Canyon, Lander outing

(all photos this page by Jerry Eichhorst)

& | '

Thanks so much to our many
contributors in this issue! We had so
much content we had to add two
pages—and | didn’t even have to write
anything! The next issue promises to be
equally entertaining since we have more
outings on the horizon. IOCTA boasts
some great writers and photographers.
Thanks, all!

We're happy for Jim McGill, whose
book,Rediscovered Frontiersman:
Timothy Goodalewas recently
published by OCTA. It is available from
the OCTA store

Catch Jim at one of his book signings
in your area. If you haven’t gotten your
hands on a copy of the book, do so right
away so you can congratulate our former
Trail Dust editor properly. Jim’s e-mail
address igvymcgill@pobox.com

My co-editor asked me to remind you
to let us know if you’ve changed your e-
mail address so we can keep our
distribution list up-to-date. We regularly
have addresses fail that worked
previously. The address is
idahoocta@gmail.com

Want to contribute to Trail Dust?
Have “that perfect photo” from a recent
outing? Please contact me at
amy@amyballard.cont’d love to hear
from you.

Amy Ballard
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by Jerry Eichhorst

After leaving Soda Springs, the Oregon Trail tradelvest for a few miles before turning
northwest up the Portneuf River valley. Shortlytghe Chesterfield area, the road turned
west and traveled up Jeff Cabin Creek and over MBuimam before dropping onto the
Snake River bottoms and reaching Fort Hall. Aldmgway, emigrants commented on
the view from the summit and often camped near§igngs. Although part of the Fort
Hall Reservation today, this route can still be¢tad with the assistance of a guide.

July 24—Saturday.—We started at 7 a. m. and trdvele
twenty-three miles over rough, ragged, mountaircamustry.
The hills were very steep. Water quite plenty gltre road
today. One good spring of water two miles afténigg the
summit. Plenty of service berries to be found riearoad
on this mountain. Several of our company made Hedvas
sick by eating too many. Small green willows fayod
tonight. Grazing tolerable good. Good spring atav at the
foot of the mountain.

Enoch Conyers 1852

[July] 12. Crossed the mountain which
forms the rim of the great basin
separating the waters of the Salt Lake
from those of the Pacific the passage of
the mountain not difficult. Came in the
afternoon to an excellent spring the head
of waters running into the great Western
ocean continued our course down the
rill until it became a beautiful mountain
stream dashing over cataracts and
rushing through deep and cragy ravines.

13. Early this morning struck a sandy
plain which continued for several miles.
Travelling heavy came about 2 o’'clock
to excellent springs and grazing passed
two or 3 creeks this afternoon beautiful
meadows on every hand. Struck Lewis
river and camped in sight of Fort Hall.

Rev. Robert Robe 1851
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If you plan to attend the national
convention this year and you play
an instrument, you might enjoy
performing in the OCTA Band.
Send Jane Leche your contact
information and what instrument
you play. Jane's address is
myaj57@agmail.comor call her at

(303) 881-3523.




