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GOODALE’S ‘62 TRAIN FINISHED IDAHO’S TRAIL, WITH TI M  EDITOR 
During a discussion about the passing of Tim Goodale’s Wagon Train through the Pine and 
Eagle Valleys in eastern Oregon, Carmelita Holland of New Bridge, Oregon, emphasized the 
existence of the many Indian Trails through that area. Carmelita has been researching and 
writing the history of that area for many decades, and was one of the Goodale knowledgeable 
people long before the present efforts by this writer on the Goodale family’s behalf! Tim’s 
knowledge about the many Indian trails before the emigrants began their travels through the 
area, before the Goodale Train’s first emigrants crossed to the Baker valley, was vital to the 
man who led his train along some of those trails. He knew the trails, but was he with those 
70 wagons that made his first wagon trail in Oregon? He led them—but he was days ahead! 
The exploration of that 50+ miles section of his cutoff 
has clarified information that had been written about in 
records left behind by some emigrants, especially as to 
when he left the train. The early interpreted accounts 
seemed to say only that as soon at they hit the Snake 
River he left them to finish their course alone. But now 
it is known that he could not have left them before the 
1.5 mile ‘zig-zag’ trail was built up road canyon, up 
the steep river banks that line Hells Canyon. The road 
evidence proves that the trail had to be finished there 
before any wagon made it to the top! Then his own 
leadership from the Road Canyon top would have been 
only the need for road marking with his wagons!  
 

Since Tim was alone with only his family, possible two 
wagons with one driven by an older Crow Indian son, 
“Little Jack,” the new trail marked by his wagons for 
the train to follow had to be easy enough to have gone 
ahead with little labor from Tim’s family. The trail 
remnants and route that has been discovered gives 
good evidence that only in some places did rocks have 
to be moved, and with little other effort to finish.  
 

That is one evidence that the cutoff first left Eagle 
Creek and climbed the western ridge before crossing to 
the west about one mile south of the later town of 
Sparta. Goodale could never with only his family have 
headed south along Eagle Creek, crossed the Powder 

River there and then traveled along the southern side of 
that river. The bad canyons to cross there and the map 
evidence of only a later road all verify that this route 
was not followed in completing the cutoff route. 
 

Thus we also see that Tim was with the train back on 
the Idaho side for the weeks until the road was built 
from the Weiser River to the Brownlee Ferry. One 
erroneous report had sent Tim on ahead of the train 
from the Cambridge valley. It was insinuated with a 
negative connotation that he had abandoned the emi-
grants to a terrible task and an almost lost situation 
from the Weiser River! The same report wrongly sent 
Tim Goodale immediately to Montana!               McGill 

 
  PHIL SCHNEE, DOUBLE SWALES WEST OF E. PINE CR. 
Trail marking, which was finished on September 5-7, 



on the Idaho side of the Snake River was on some 
areas that had not required a lot of road construction. 
There were also areas that had required many emi-
grants to be involved in the road work. Beginning at 
the East Pine Creek crossing, about 10 miles NW of 
Cambridge, ID, I-OCTA members followed the cutoff 
west and planted nearly 30 markers on trail remnants. 
 

On the first day about 5 miles of nearly continuous 
trail, Class #1, #2 and Class #4 remnants—before-
found and new-found segments—were marked. Two 
sections of trail, each about .5 mile long, were 
discovered in forested areas, and these will need to be 
hiked through trees and brush later. Then along a mile 
area along West Brownlee Road, the ruts of the trail 
were finally discovered, mapped and marked.  

 
   VALLEY OF TRAIL APPROACHING LITTLE PINE CR.  

 
   NEW-FOUND MOUNTAIN TRAIL NW OF SEID CREEK  
On the second day the brushy and hidden trail along 
Brownlee Cr., from the mouth of West Brownlee Cr. to 
the Brownlee Reservoir were ATVed, and hiked. With 
the permission and enthusiastic support of Anna 
Owsiak, Manager of the Andrus State Wildlife Land, 
the end of the Idaho trail remnant of Goodale’s Cutoff 
was finished. Along with part of the trail marked in 
2006, and some in May 2007, this effectively finished 
over 20 miles of remaining trail from the Goodale 
Camp on the Little Weiser River where Martha Jane 
Roberts died in 1862, to the crossing into Oregon.    
 

The good remnants of this important trail had before 
been ignored, probably mostly because of the lack of 
information that has now been discovered. When pub-

lished these facts will stress the excellent benefits of 
that trail –for several decades! The Goodale Train had 
camped near the Little Weiser for 4-5 weeks and had 
gone out daily to work on the trail to the Brownlee 
Ferry, a lot of work for payment of only free passage 
across the ferry to Oregon! Then they also had to build 
the ‘zig-zag’ trail up the canyon, in order to get to a 
level to follow downward to the Pine Valley.   

 
  HIDDEN BRUSHY TRAIL ALONG BROWNLEE CREEK  
How fortunate we have been to have this opportunity 
to bring all of this to light, and to share the excellent 
western accomplishments of Tim and Jennie Goodale! 
There will be more published history and trail work in 
later issues of Trail Dust, more sharing during the 2008 
Convention in Nampa, ID, and extensive book info in 
Rediscovered Frontiersman, Timothy Goodale: An 
Emigrant Trail Authority. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
RANCHERS’ ON THE JEFFREY-GOODALE  
An ideal day provided the weather that was conducive 
to searching, discovery and marking more of the 
Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff on August 26, 2008. On a 
stretch of private land owned by three different cattle 
ranchers, where no evidence of earlier marking was 
found, and where the book Emigrant Trails of Southern 
Idaho had provided only an estimated route, good evi-
dences were found. This is between the Dixie Stage 
Station site and Cow Creek Road in Elmore, Co., ID. 

 
  WENDY & PHIL—FOLKS MET THEM IN VANCOUVER  
Wendy Miller, who is Curator of the Canyon Co. His. 
Soc. Museum and deeply involved in the 2008 Con-



vention planning, brought her husband, Phil, for his 
first time on the trails. They attended Vancouver, 2004.  
 

Other than a quarter mile of BLM land, there were 3 
miles of ranch land, and the evident swales in various 
conditions of preservation provided a good pattern of 
continuation of the old trail. Locked gates did prevent 
accessing one portion of the trail on that marking day, 
even though permission had been obtained. This will 
need to be finished later.  

 
 ONE TRAIL SW ALE PASSED BETWEEN TWO RANCHES 
Norma Dart, relatively new I-OCTA member, was 
instrumental in getting permission from the ranchers, 
which her family has known for years. (She had also 
provided the permission from several ranches on to the 
west in a lengthy trail marking trip in September 2006, 
on the Jeffrey-Goodale through to Danskin Peak.)  
 

Though some parts of the trail were almost erased by 
many years of cattle hooves in wet areas, the remnants 
provided continuous trail evidence across the ranch 
areas. We appreciate trail-preserving ranchers! 

 
 LONG TOM CREEK’S 155 YEAR OLD TRAIL CROSSING  
This emigrant trail began with John Jeffrey in 1852, 
but Tim Goodale’s notable leadership in 1862 actually 
brought on the great numbers of wagon trains that 
followed him in 1863 and thereafter. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

HUDSPETH & CALIFORNIA TRAILS 
September has provided opportunity for I-OCTA mem-
bers to get out and remark the last sections of the Hud- 

speth Cutoff—on the western end near where it met the 
California Trail. Though the Hudspeth took people to 
California the California Trail is designated as the trail 
that parted from the Oregon Trail near the Raft River 
Exit from I-84, and followed near that river SW toward 
and through the City of Rocks. The Hudspeth had left 
the Oregon and California combined Trail west of 
Soda Springs and had gone westerly over three 
mountain passes. They reconnected SW of Malta, ID. 

 
JAY WARD PLACES ONE MARKER ON THE HUDSPETH  
When the Hudspeth was marked about 3 years ago that 
effort had ended at its crossing of I-84—after the high-
way turned SE toward Utah. Some segments were then 
known to exist between I-84 and Malta. On September 
15, Del Mangum, Blackfoot, and soon-to-be OCTA 
member, Jay Ward, Burley, joined this Preservation 
Officer and Patti, and the Hudspeth was finished. 
 

Across 5 miles of the trail, in two separated segments, 
few old markers were found. The first 4 miles con-
tained only one old marker indicating that one short 
swale segment, easily accessed from a crossing dirt 
road, had been marked. The first part, a brush-filled 
swale on the east end, had not been before located. 
Two parts of the trail had been exposed by a recent 
fire, and the less-prominent ruts were easily followed. 

 
DEEP SWALE -THE CALIFORNIA N. OF  THE  JUNCTION  
On September 16, Doug Jenson, and Lyle and Nadine 
Lambert appeared from Idaho Falls and Pocatello to 
assist with the marking of the California Trail, back-
wards or north from the junction of the two trails. The 



first 3 miles, except for the .5 mile deep parallel swale 
pictured above, is now a Class #4 gravel road. 
 

Driving north, a half mile prior to reaching McClendon 
Spring—a camp about .5 mile to the west from the 
trail—the old trail remnants left the road going NE. 
This segment had never been marked, and needed a 
cross country trip on a rough, gravel-based landscape. 
Then the final 1.5 mile of this trail remnant, which 
eventually stopped at private land, has disappeared 
with fires and several reseeding efforts on BLM land. 
Another 3 miles of a second segment to the NW across 
more BLM land was also accessed and marked.  
_____________________________________________________________   
CONVENTION PLANNERS ‘AT-IT’  
The first meeting of the planners for 2008, since the 
2007 Convention in NB, occurred on September 13 in 
Nampa, ID. Such meetings will now be held about 
every month up until the August Convention in this 
city! The next meeting will be on October 11, 2007.  
 

Progress is being made by sub-committee members in 
the various planning areas. Tour plans are being 
finalized, presenter possibilities discussed, and 
cooperating motels set with information soon to be 
published. The convention enrollment booklet with all 
activities that will be offered is hoped to be available 
right after the beginning of 2008. On-line enrollment as 
well as by mail, is being planned with the OCTA head-
quarters staff.  
 

Cooperating and related history groups across the state 
of Idaho are readying plans to offer pre and post 
activities to travelers. This includes a wagon train that 
will begin in Wyoming and be joined by an Idaho train, 
and along the way will interact with communities. 
Interested people will be able to become involved at 
many junctions, and ride or follow along as they 
choose for hours or days. The schedule of places and 
routes will be given early by the leaders and published 
on the Web as well as in other communication outlets. 
 

CONVENTION SPONSORSHIP DRIVE 
The planners of Convention 2008 in Nampa, ID, are 
going to make a concerted effort to reach willing 
sponsors for various activities during the week of the 
26th annual OCTA convention celebration and learning. 
This will be an opportunity for local and/or national 
business to provide a token of appreciation to the 
success of this historical learning period for all of the 
visitors who will greatly support the local economy!  
 

Nampa will be the recipient of various contributions, 
visitations and sharing from people from across the 
nation and some foreign countries, and the enrichment  

of the trails history part of our past. 
 

We are requesting that local members and others pass 
along to the planners names of possible sponsors who 
can have a part in this successful time of education 
about our past, and who will be given advertisement 
for their businesses in related publications to all 
participants. Call James McGill, 208 467 4853, Mike 
Gable, 208 880 2669, or Norma Dart, 208 453 8247. 
_____________________________________________________________   

IMPORTANT I-OCTA MEETINGS 
Hi folks:    It's time to be thinking about the business of 
I-OCTA. The board meeting will be held at the Forest 
Service office in Fairfield, ID, (same place as last year) 
at 9:00 AM on Saturday, Oct. 13. We will be finished 
by 10:30. The membership meeting will start then. 
              
I'm also soliciting agenda items.  Tell me what's on 
your mind (that pertains to the whole outfit) and I'll put 
it together. It is also election time. Wally has indicated 
that he will not be running for re-election to the board.  
Jerry has been handling the election business, and right 
at the moment I don't know exactly where it stands.  
We are always open to new folks, new blood, new 
ideas, etc. 
            
Hope to see you all in Fairfield in a couple of weeks. 
      Regards,  Doug Jenson President, Idaho-OCTA 
____________________________________________________________ 

Hi everyone,     Fall is here and it's time for the mem-
bership of Idaho Chapter of the Oregon-California 
Trails association to meet. We will get together at the 
US Forest Service office in Fairfield, ID.  It's right on 
the highway through town; you can't possibly miss it. 
Meeting will be at 10:30 AM on Saturday, Oct. 13. 
 

If you have any items you would like to see on the 
agenda, please let me know.  I'll try to get the agenda, 
and minutes of the past meeting, out early in the week 
of the meeting. 
 

I think there may be some sort of an activity after the 
meeting, or somehow in conjunction with it. If I 
understand correctly, there is to be some trail marking, 
[and a possible afternoon trail trip nearby]. I'll send 
more specifics along with the agenda, minutes, etc. 
 

Hope to see you all in Fairfield next month. 
       Regards,     Doug Jenson President, Idaho-OCTA 
- - - - - - - - - - - 

[Editor: The marking of the Jeffrey-Goodale that 
had been scheduled for October 20th, has been 
rescheduled for Sunday the 14th after input from 
several members allowed this change. For those 
who may want to stay over in Fairfield and 
participate—stay at the Prairie Inn , 208 764 2247].  



2008 I-OCTA Events and Activities  
September 29 & 30 (if needed)—An added activity 
for clean-up of the Oregon Trail west of Parting of the 
Ways—at the Raft River area.. This will be covered 
with reimbursement for travel and motels by a BLM 
grant. Broken cement posts and other litter will be 
removed from this pristine trail segment, about 9 miles 
long.  9:00 A.M., Sept. 29. Specific instructions, with 
a map, for the meeting place will be given--contact:  
Jim, 208 467 4853 / 250 6045,  jwmcgill@pobox.com  
Doug, 208 522 7347 / 357 6134,     jensondd@ida.net  
If you know the area: 
(From the west— Exit 228 I-84, Yale Road, 1-1/2 
miles east on Yale, 1-3/4 miles north on gravel road 
to the “Oregon Trail” sign, east side of the road.   
From the east—Exit 15 I-86, at Yale, west on old 
Hwy. 30, @ 7-1/2 or 8 mi., south on gravel road 2-
1/2 mi., under Interstate, 3 more mi., O. T. sign.)   
 
October 13     Fall I-OCTA Board/Member Meetings. 
Oct. 14  Jeffrey/Goodale--Wood River to Fairfield 
      (Meet at 9:00 A.M., the Highway Rest Stop at   
       the intersection of  Highways 20 and 75, in the   
       Wood River Valley.) 
_____________________________________________________________ 
LETTERS AND NOTES 
[9/18/07—A.M.] “To James McGill,     
While visiting my oldest brother and my nephew in 
Tacoma this last August I was given the issue of Trail 
Dust, March 2006, and was totally blown away. There 
was a picture of my grandmother, Mary Winona 
[Goodale] Hanson and their four children at a very 
young age, the pictures were absolutely beautiful, I 
never knew such pictures existed before.    
 

Anyway, my father was Paul Elmer (Hanson) Peterson. 
Since his grandparents raised him, after his mother had 
passed away, he used the name Peterson.  Later on 
Uncle Ralph [Hanson] and my father were quite close 
until Uncle Ralph's passing, several years before my 
father passed away. As a child I can remember playing 
with Aunt Margaret's children, I think it was Patricia 
Ann Carter, who was about my age. I'm not sure what 
happened all those years ago, but the family parted and 
I never saw any of my cousins again and to this day 
don't know where they are even at.   
 

And now that I know Patricia is still here somewhere 
in the state, I would really love to get in touch with her 
and get caught up on family history, since my parents 
have been gone for years and I don't know a whole lot 
about the family.  If there is any way that you could 
send her my e-mail and phone number, I would greatly 
appreciate it, my e-mail is   jkbowman1@yahoo.com   

and my phone number is 509-217-0026.  
 

I must tell you I am very excited that you are writing a 
book about my great-grandfather's [Tim Goodale’s] 
adventure of making a route out west, and I am looking 
forward to buying your book and finding out just a 
piece about some of  my family history too.  Thank you 
so much for your time,     Janice (Peterson) Bowman” 
- - - - - - - - - - -  
Dear Jan, 
It is always a pleasure to hear from another of the offspring 
of Tim and Jennie Goodale, and their last daughter, Winona. 
I have put together a lot of your family history, more than 
will be published in the Goodale book in the spring. But it 
will contain the family line and many offspring, information 
that I did obtain mostly from Patricia Carter and her 
daughter Margaret Carter. . . . . . . . . . 
 
The National Oregon-California Trails Association will have 
a Convention in Nampa, ID, in August of 2008, and 
Margaret Carter will bring her Indian dancers from Yakama 
to perform one evening. One emphasis will be on the 
Goodale heritage for emigrants, the Goodale's Cutoff trail, 
etc., and we are inviting all of the offspring possible to come 
to this convention where you will be recognized. . . . . . . . 
 
We would also be honored to have you as a member of 
OCTA, www.OCTA-trails.org and our Idaho Chapter, as 
Patricia and Margaret are now!                         Jim McGill 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

[9/18/07—P.M.]  “Dear Jim,     Received your e-mail 
and thank you so much for all the information. I 
appreciate this very much.  And yes, I would like to be 
on the e-mail list [for Trail Dust].  Hopefully, soon I 
will become a member of OCTA as well as the 
Idaho Chapter, it is all so very interesting.  Also, I am 
going to try to make it to the Nampa Convention [!]. 
Thank you again so much for all your help.  
                                         Janice (Peterson) Bowman 
[NWOCTA —email & invite her membership!  ED.] 
- - - - - - - -  

From Dick Brock, Cal-Nev Chapter OCTA: 
“The tour I led for the 2002 OCTA Convention started 
at the beginning of the California Trail at the Raft 
River and ended at the Humboldt Wells in Wells, NV.  
It was a three day, two night tour. When I wrote that I 
could lead a tour [backwards] on the California Trail 
for the OCTA Convention next year, that was what 
I had in mind. We need to clarify what it is you want.  
If something similar to what I led in 2002, OK.”   
____________________________________________________________ 

NEW OCTA AND I-OCTA MEMBERS  
Davis Fairbanks, Bethesda, MD, Jim and Jan 
Hyslop, Nampa, ID, Bonnie Fitzpatrick, Nampa, ID, 
Cathy Bourner, Boise, ID, Mary Ann Tortorich , 
Pine Grove, CA (New to I-OCTA). [If you were 
missed on this list notify this Editor, soon!] 



I-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFF  
Doug Jenson - President            jensondd@ida.net  
Lyle Lambert Vice-Pres. azaports@bigskytel.com 
Jerry Eichhorst -Vice-Pres.     jeichho@mail.com  
William Wilson  - - Treasurer   ma_bill@msn.com 
Kay Coffman - Secretary       minikatz2@aol.com  
James McGill-Preservation  jwmcgill@pobox.com  
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster      IdahoOCTA.org  
Peg Cristobal & Jane Wylie - Historians (below) 
William Wilson  – Membership Chairman (above) 
Wendy Miller –Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com  
          Board of Directors   
Peg Cristobal                  crispp@mindspring.com  
Walter Meyer         wallywanch@worldnet.att.net  
Gil Wyllie (Jane)                    gilwyllie@msn.com 
Clair Rickets                       virginia@northrim.net 
Fred Dykes                             fdykes@prodigy.net  
   I-OCTA BOARD MEMBERS --needed for the fall 
elections. I-OCTA members, request info from any 
staff member above & prepare an informal resume! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAMES W. MCGILL, EDITOR 
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA  
305 MELBA DRIVE 
NAMPA, IDAHO 83686 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIFT-A-MEMBERSHIP TO OCTA!  
The minimal cost is worth a lot to others that you care 
about and would like to see involved! This starter will 
expose the recipient to our great people, experiences, 
and publications—often initiating a continuing rut-nut! 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Check your T. D. address label date and be 
sure you are renewed on time! If we have not been 
given updated info about members, let us know!  
_____________________________________________________________ 

Canyon County Historical Society will hear 
about OCTA’s work, public contributions and the 
upcoming Convention in 2008—on September 25, 
at a noon, I-OCTA sponsored luncheon. Bill 
Wilson and Jim McGill will present and offer 
opportunities to this group to become involved, to 
our great trails preservation work, and to accessing 
all the historical emigrant information that can be 
found within OCTA’s publications and related 
archives. This is open to all the public. 


