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“MOLE HILL INTO A MOUNTAIN,” A FIRE EXPOSED TRAIL!    EDITOR 
The above colloquialism is often used to express the idea that someone is making a big deal 
of something truly small or insignificant. However, in its recent use there seemed to be an 
expression that the appearance of a section of the Oregon Trail after an August 25th fire in 
East Boise was becoming a more significant event than it had seemed to be at first—for the 
good of OCTA! The email subject from Wally Meyer was followed by the message: “Just 
had a phone call from Barbara, KXL radio station, Portland, OR (503-243-7595). She inter-
viewed me about the Oregon Trail Estates fire. I thought finding the swales was no big 
deal. Proves that disasters are good for OCTA.” OCTA has gotten exposure in several local 
newspapers and on several local TV stations. The “disasters” was an acknowledgement that 
several houses were lost near the sage covered trail that became exposed!        Jerry Eichhorst Photo 

 
    THE OREGON TRAIL RAMP DOWN FROM THE HIGHLAND, A ND COMPLETELY BURNED HOUSES ON THE TOP LEFT  
Wally has been much involved in describing OCTA’s 
work, in interpreting the exposed trail segment, and in 
sharing his expertise with local news people. Our Bill 
Wilson was also interviewed on that trail ramp for a 
TV story, and Jerry Eichhorst checked the trail and 
photographed the segment. This all began with photos 
that were sent to this Editor, taken by Jim Vance, an 
insurance adjuster who has been out with IOCTA 
several times on trail marking adventures.  
 

There are also swales diagonally across the flat land at 
the bottom of the ramp, across Idaho Power Land, and 
we are requesting permission to put carsonite markers 
across that area south of East Amity Road. The swale  

did show up on the Google Earth photos taken before 
the fire, but the clearing of all brush exposed the trail 
even more across the whole area. It actually approach-
es a grade school across Amity Road, and it would be 
nice to get teachers to take a look with their students 
once the markers are up on the trail. 
 

Associate Press picked up the story from the Boise, 
Idaho Statesman, and it was printed with an aerial fire-
damage photo in many places. Anne Alenskis of Idaho 
Power was quoted as saying, “We are happy to help 
with this historic effort.” Wally was quoted as saying, 
“We plan to mark it before the snow flies.”  
- - - - - - - - - - - 



THEN IT HAPPENED. . . . . 
On Thursday, September 11, after several days of 
communications between this Preservation Officer and 
Idaho Power officials, David Valentine, OCTA mem-
ber and employee for Idaho Power, called to invite 
IOCTA people to mark the burned trail. The next 
morning four members of IOCTA met three Idaho 

 
  TALL BRUSH OBSCURING TRAIL NEAR AMITY ROAD  
Power men on South Amity Road, and inspected all of 
the braids of the trail that were evident across the 
power line draped land. Two distinct parallel swales 
were marked at Amity. The first 200 feet of trail is still 
covered with brush, but the swales were not hard to 
follow on the ground. 
 

In the middle of the burned area it was discovered that 
there were three distinct swales, and the Idaho Power 
representatives flagged each as IOCTA member led 
them across toward the burned ramp. In some places 
the swales fade to barely perceptible ground evidences, 
almost MET Manual, Class 5 trail, but the continued 
routes are almost straight lines across the flat land. The 

burn has provided opportunity to see all the evidences 
that do remain, and so the routes are not now in doubt.    

 
 DAVID VALENTINE MARKED A BURNED TRAIL ROUTE  
Idaho Power will GPS all of the routes. There were 
also several junction connectors between the swales, 
linking them together in several places along the route. 
Markers were also placed on the southern end of the 
two main swales. A fifth marker was place part way up 
the burned ramp, separating a section of private land 
with a fence that crosses the trail from the Ada County 
land along the steep bluff down which the trail once 
came and is extremely evident. During the search three 
other ramps (see below) were verified to the west of 
the burned trail down, between rows of houses on the 
top of the highland and at the bottom. They are still 
brush covered, but do show on the satellite photos.  
 

This Idaho Power/IOCTA partnership is a new coop-
erative effort, and has already led to another effort to 
work together and share information about the historic 
trails. See the other story of the revisiting of the Zig-
Zag trail on Goodale’s Cutoff in Oregon.   

        Satellite Photo



THE ZIG-ZAG TRAIL REVISITED  
On August 25, 2008, this Editor received the fol-
lowing email note from David Valentine:  
 

“Hi Jim ,    Thanks for sending me a copy of the latest 
Trail Dust.  That is a newsletter worth receiving--chock 
full of information.  It was a pleasure meeting you at 
the OCTA convention as well. I was wondering if I 
could pester you for some information.  Back in 2000, 
an archaeological contractor for Idaho Power recorded 
a short segment of road in Road Canyon on the Oregon 
side of Brownlee Reservoir.  The contractor thought 
that the road may have been a section of road built by 
Goodale and company in 1862 at the request of Brown-
lee, but did not have the ability to prove one way or the 
other if it was so.  The Oregon SHPO will not assign a 
site number or make any determinations of eligibility 
without more information.  I've been assigned to take 
care of the archaeology along Brownlee, and that 
includes getting enough information to clear up little 
problems like this.  I see that you have been doing a lot 
of work on the Goodale Trail, and I spoke with Mary 
Oman who indicated that you've been doing some field 
work in that area.  Any help you can provide will be 
greatly appreciated.   Thanks,    Dave Valentine” 
 

Reply: “Dave,  The canyon, Road Canyon, once called 
"Spring Canyon" is right, but the easily visible road on 

the east side of the canyon is not Goodale's trail. That 
is a later built, well-graded road. I have driven it to the 
bottom several times. There is also, mostly on the west 
side of the canyon, at the lower end hidden in the 
brush and at the upper end quite visible, the old 
Goodale Train’s trail still mostly in place. It was a 
hand-built road by the Goodale train. I have it well 
documented in my upcoming book, and as well the 
entire route to the Baker Valley. When we explored it 
in 2005-06 Stafford Hazelett, the Mapping Officer for 
the NW Chapter of OCTA, GPSed it. I have plotted it 
on a quad map. Mary Oman has copies of all those 
quads to the Baker Valley, with all the remaining trail 
remnants inscribed. I would love to go over there again 
with you and show it all to you! Attached is a satellite 
photo and a report that I wrote in 2006, with a few of 
my trail photos.  Jim”  
 

On September 24th the old trail, the upper part defined 
by the original surveyor as “zig-zag trail,” was revis-
ited. See where some good contacts at our conventions 
can lead in cooperative works with other groups and 
agencies! The fire that burned the canyon three years 
ago, just after some OCTA people had visited the area 
and Stafford Hazelett, NWOCTA Mapping Chair, GPS 
the trail, actually exposed some trail hidden in the 
brush, which is now evident. The photo below shows 
an exposed double route up part of the canyon.   

THIS PART OF THE TRAIL DEMONSTRATES WORK IT TOOK TO  CONSTRUCT THE TRAIL UP FROM THE SNAKE RIVER.    
 THE DOTS ARE ON ROCK SUPPORT WALLS FOR THE TRAIL—T HE UPPER PROBABLY A LATER, LESS-STEEP VARIANT.



David Valentine and this Editor, who is Preservation 
Officer for IOCTA, followed the route again from the 
bottom to the top. With all the documentation that has 
been obtained for the book on Tim Goodale there 
should be sufficient support for the Oregon SHPO to 
finish the requested actions that Idaho Power sought in 
2000. Of course the main interest for OCTA had been 
the remnants of the original trail built by the Goodale 
wagon train, now 146 years old, but the present graded 
road that is used today is also a historic road. It is 
found on the 1911 GLO Map, which David says 
qualifies it, now being nearly 100 years old! It was 
used for decades, the ferry being discontinued only 
when the water filled the reservoir below in the 1950s. 
___________________________________________________________ 

BOARD/MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
Twin Falls, Idaho, was the location of the fall meetings 
for both the board and the membership, on Saturday, 
October 3, 2008. General reports to the board were 
given by officers and appointees, and business/activi-
ties updates were finished. These included the BLM-
IOCTA byway agreement and trail booklet (Glenns 
Ferry to Bonneville Point), The Lander Project 
planning for next July, and several phases of the 
convention wrap-up business. 
 

The new business was mainly discussion and ideas 
about follow-up activities to help get the new chapter 
members involved while they are enthusiastic and want 
to learn more about the trails and history, and the 
preparation for elections. The details in the minutes 
concerning the business will be printed in the next 
Trail Dust. A slate of candidates for offices and 
positions was recommended to the membership body. 
One project discussed some time ago with the BLM 
was the revision and reprinting of Emigrant Trails of 
Southern Idaho. The board accepted President Doug 
Jenson’s offer to contact and communicate with Stan 
McDonald, BLM, about this possible updating and 
reprinting. Several updates and revisions are needed to 
publish additional information that IOCTA has docu-
mented, and identify new trails segments discovered. 
 

During the membership meeting similar reports were 
given as was presented to the board on finished busi-
ness. Participants reviewed completed projects, and 
followed up the board’s discussions with ideas about 
additional activities for IOCTA: possible banquets, 
workshops, bus tours, symposiums, etc. The board will 
be seeking information and recommending to the 
membership some specific plans for member activities. 
 

All officers were reelected (page six), and appointed 
positions refilled with the continuing people. It was 

reported that next year the positions of President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer will be needing new people. 
Two new board members were elected, Amy Ballard , 
Fairfield, to represent central Idaho membership and 
Suzi Pengilly, Boise, (not attending & not pictured) to 
represent the western part of Idaho.  

 
NEW BOARD MEMBER, AMY BALLARD, FAIRFIELD, ID. 
 SCHOOL TEACHER & TRAIL/HISTORY RESEARCHER  

OCTA MEMBERSHIP MONITORING 
Greetings,  It has been a tough month on the member-
ship numbers story. However, this drop is basically the 
result of the cancellation of the Elderhostel tour, in 
which the tour members had joined OCTA as part of 
the fee. But, that still leaves us with a flat growth 
number. The Gold contest is beginning all over again. 
Now is your chance to get in and possibly win one of 
the big prizes. At a minimum, you will get a gift 
certificate at the OCTA store. More importantly you 
will have brought in a new member. That is a win for 
the person you recruit as well as OCTA.  
 

Remember, preserving OCTA is our number one pre-
servation issue. If we fail to sustain our membership, 
we cannot hope to maintain the precious trails. Each 
and every one of you are a member of the membership 
committee. Give a membership for Christmas. It is 
better than one of those ugly neckties nobody wears. 
Say thank you to a friend, neighbor, volunteer with a 
membership. Take a friend on a trek or to an OCTA 
program. It is that easy! 
         Duane Iles, OCTA Membership Chairman 
_________________________________________________________ 

LETTERS AND NOTES   

THANKS! I would like to thank everyone for their 
help and support for the Raffle & Auction, and for all 
the donations at the OCTA Convention. We had a great 
time! Thank you sincerely,  Patti King-McGill  
-------------------------------- 



Hi , I found Gail Highbarger's phone number in  the 
phone book and called her and we had a wonderful 
conversation. She is the granddaughter of Perry High-
barger and the great-granddaughter of Jacob and Jennie 
[Goodale]. She was so very nice and helpful and she 
has a lot of family photos and we are going to try to get 
together within the next couple of weeks and exchange 
photos and stories, should be a lot of fun.  She lives not 
too far from me.  She said that when Jacob remarried, 
his new wife Caledonia didn't like the boys and didn't 
treat them very good at all, so apparently they went to 
stay with Winona.  She also said she didn't think Amos 
had ever gotten married.  She has an older brother and 
sister here in town too.  Hopefully I can get some more 
information and some pictures soon and will share 
them with everyone.  Jan [Bowman] 
----------------------- 

As usual, your newsletter was just super.....a good 
follow-up from convention.  Hal and I could not attend 
this year due to family business in Wisconsin.....but we 
surely missed a good one.  Sharon Manhart 
------------------------ 

Great job Bill [Wilson] !  A natural TV star! 
If you want to see it again, I have added links to Bills 
TV segment and the Idaho Statesman article to the 
www.idahoocta.org website.  Click on the News Links 
item on the front page.  Jerry [Eichhorst] -- [Bill was 
videoed talking on the burned trail.] 
------------------------- 

Jerry:  Last night I re-read the portion of the P.V. 
Crawford diary, 1851, that I believe my Wilsons were 
traveling in the same train (of 15 wagons, according to 
when they crossed near Three Island Crossing, via 
rafting their wagons across on two empty caulked 
wagon beds). On August 6, Crawford says: "At the end 
of eleven miles we found a gap in the bluffs of Boyse 
[Boise] valley, where we turned down and succeeded 
in reaching the valley in safety, although our road was 
very steep and stony, and long."  In 1851 I expect this 
must still be referring to that first cliff-side ramp that is 
just east of the Hwy 21 bridge cut through the cliff 
basalt.  So, although it's fun to imagine it, my ancestors 
probably didn't have this ramp I was on yesterday, for 
their use.  Bill 
-------------------------- 

Hi Jim , Well I hope things have settled down now that 
the convention is over. Congratulations you folks did a 
great job.  Jim, can I get a list of the names, addresses 
of the participants of the Fort Hall tour.  I want to send 
them some pictures.  Thanks, John [Winner] 
-------------------------- 

Jim,  Thanks for the volunteer numbers. I will include 
this information in the current report to Stan and the 
BLM's Washington Office. This information will also 
be included in the report to Idaho SHPO, due in De-
cember. Hope you are not suffering from a post con-

vention let down. I think you hit one out of the park. 
Let me know, if you think of anything that the Idaho 
OCTA members would like to do this year before the 
weather turns.  Thanks again,  Dick Hill,  [BLM] 
-------------------------- 

Jim,   I just received a note from Kathy Conway at 
OCTA/Headquarters. She noted that my membership 
remains active and that my renewal date is 07/31/2009. 
She also said she has noted in my OCTA/National file 
that I'm joining the IOCTA Chapter and that I will send 
the dues directly to you folks. Many Thanks, Joe King 
--------------------------  
Hi Jim ! You are probably tired of hearing this :) but 
the convention was really fun! I did the tour with your 
wife on the trail and it was fantastic--my first time on 
real trail ruts. Ariane  [Editor, Overland Journal] 
-------------------------- 

Jim,  Adrienne and I just finished looking at your CD 
full of photos and maps of the trails in Idaho. [See 
below] What a treasure! Thank you for sending it. I 
was wondering if you couldn't provide more details on 
your maps?  (A joke!) I'm sure we will be looking at 
this over and over.   Thanks again.  Bob Dieterich 
____________________________________________________________ 

CONVENTION RELATED CD  
A convention related CD is ready with two files of the 
note-book photos, maps, GLO Survey plats, and 
satellite photos that were included and available as 
part of Tours B and C. The photos and other aids fol-
low many of the trail swales and remnants along the 
two tour routes, which were not available to be seen on 
the bus tours, and the area maps and satellite photos of 
the same trail segments offer much information that 
could not be made available without off-road visits. 
The photos, etc, that were shown during Jim McGill’s 
presentation on the Goodale Cutoff in Oregon are also 
included in a file on the CD. The CD is available for 
$8.00, including postage and shipping. Request from: 
Jim McGill,  305 Melba Drive,  Nampa, ID, 83686 
_________________________________________________________ 

TRAIL DUST MAIL & EMAIL LISTS  
Please check your mail label for the correct date in 
blue . If your membership is soon due, please renew. 
(It takes some time to get renewal info from OCTA.)  
 

We love to share our trails and have “complimentary” 
copies sent to several exchange-paper groups, and a 
few to individuals who have contributed to trails work. 
If we have not heard from you for a long time please 
respond to the editor that you have an interest and want 
to get Trail Dust. Some list revisions/deletions will be 
done soon to lower mailing costs. Your $10 subscrip-
tion will insure that Trail Dust continues: (Bill Wilson, 
5204 Waterwheel Dr., Boise, ID, 83703-3130) 
_____________________________________________________________ 



I-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFF              
Doug Jenson - President            jensondd@ida.net  
Lyle Lambert Vice-Pres.               208 681 0562 
Jerry Eichhorst  Vice-Pres.      jeichho@mail.com  
William Wilson  – Treasurer & Membership Chair 
                                                   ma_bill@msn.com 
Kay Coffman - Secretary       minikatz2@aol.com  
James McGill-Preservation  jwmcgill@pobox.com  
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster      IdahoOCTA.org  
Peg Cristobal – Historian               (see below)       
Wendy Miller –Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com  
              Board of Directors   
Peg Cristobal                  crispp@mindspring.com  
Dell Mangum                         target@cbyteusa.net  
Suzi Pengilly            suzi.pengilly@ishs.idaho.gov  
Amy Ballard                     acdbmars@hotmail.com  
Fred Dykes                             fdykes@prodigy.net  
_____________________________________________________________ 

THANKS GO TO NORMA DART & CLAIR 
RICKETTS, OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JAMES W. MCGILL, EDITOR  
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA  
305 MELBA DRIVE 
NAMPA, IDAHO 83686 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL IOCTA MEMBERS—HELP!  
The board and membership that met in Twin Falls 
placed a high prioritiy upon the need to add some act-
ivities to help reach and involve new members, and 
all who can and want to be active in the purposes for 
our organization. Please send your ideas to our board 
� members as they work on a plan. Help offer all the 
appropriate input to the possibilities that our chapter 
has ahead to do the work, and enjoy the trails—as well 
as the emigrant and related history. One idea was to 
have rotating activities in the three areas, Boise Valley, 
Twin Falls area, and Pocatello/Idaho Falls section of 
the state. Offer information on locations, facilities, etc. 
____________________________________________________________ 

NEW TO I-OCTA AND/OR OCTA  
Ron Reynolds, Lewiston, ID; Jeff Ross, Twin Falls, 
ID; John D. Walker, King Hill, ID; David Huff, 
Hagerman, ID; Stan Norstebon & Steve Damele, 
both Mt. Home, ID; James & Nathelle Oates, 
Caldwell, ID. (Members, check renewal dates!)    
  


