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PRISCILLA COOK, 83 YEARS AND FINALLY A RUT-NUT                     EDITOR 
One surprise guest who showed for I-OCTA’S September 23, 2006, marking of a spectacular 13 
mile stretch of the Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff across Elmore County, ID, was an 83 years lady who 
is also still employed as a Music Specialist in the Prairie country school system! She surely can 
still tickle the ivories, but also showed an outdoor toughness as she rode upon an ATV for most 
of the miles. She also told others of hiking about 25 miles of the area when she was a bit 
younger, “ twenty five years ago.”  This was apparently her first effort at OCTA’s specialty, in-
volvement in preservation work related to America’s historic trails! Hope she’s now a rut-nut! 

 
PRISCILLA IN THE SADDLE ON THE JEFFREY-GOODALE 
Norm Dart who arranged the access across some miles 
of the private ranchland to get to the Idaho State and 
BLM lands, had invited her friend, Priscilla, as well as 
Becky Davis who works in Boise for the State of Idaho. 
They followed along with the I-OCTA members and 
enjoyed the experience, the weather and the scenery. 
 

The Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff across this section of Idaho 
is in one of the most rugged parts of the high dessert 
across which most of that trail crosses. The climb over 
several steep grades before finally passing south of 
Danskin Peak, which once necessitated a long, steep and 
narrow trail down the Ditto Greek canyon, did for early 
travelers finish the passage of Jeffrey-Goodale. There 
emigrant wagons arrived back on the Oregon Trail and 
followed it into the Boise valley and beyond.     
                                                    (CONTINUED ON P. 2) 
 

_______________________________________________________________  
OCTA CONVENTION ‘08—NAMPA, ID 
Both the Fall I-OCTA board meeting and the member-
ship meeting were held in Fairfield, ID, on October 7, 
2006, with visitors from other OCTA chapters, some 
who also have membership with I-OCTA. Regular 
business was finished by both groups. One item of new 
business that will require work and commitment was the 
vote to invite the August 2008, National Convention of 
Oregon-California Trails Association (OCTA) chapters 
and members to come to the Nampa valley! 
 

At the National Convention in St. Joseph, Mo, in August 
2006, several leaders had asked the Idaho Chapter to 
consider this possibility, and promised much assistance 
in order to have the meeting in Idaho. Idaho’s members 
are stretched across the state in many locations and there 
is not a concentration of membership in any close local-
ity, which could provide all the help needed to plan and 
finish such a meeting of all state chapters. However, 
there are also members of other historical societies and 
groups with companion interests who have already 
offered assistance in having this convention! 
 

Roger Blair, NWOCTA Pres., will co-chair the conven-
tion planning committee with James McGill. NWOCTA 
has volunteered to co-sponsor and assist I-OCTA.  
 

The Canyon County, Owyhee County and Gem County 
Historical Societies have sent letters of support, offering                                         
                                                                 (CONTINUED ON P. 2) 
 



(“ Priscilla,”  continued from p. 1) 
Several of Wally Meyer’s markers, placed more than 15 
years ago, still survived, but most were in need of 
replacement because of severe weathering and cattle-
scratching. This post-bending action shreds imbedded 
fibers near the post’s bottoms. Only three old ones were 
recipients of new decals, and will continue to identify 
the trail. Some newly found trail segments were identi-
fied and marked, and overall thirty-one new markers 
were placed. The trip was finished without one flat tire! 

 
  TWO TRAIL BRAIDS APPROACH SYRUP CR. CROSSING 
This same trip might one day make a tough but striking 
four-wheel drive only, pre-convention OCTA field trip 
for some who care to dare the elements and geological 
influences on trails, as witnessed on the emigrant route! 

  
WELL-WORN WHEEL ROCK, JEFFREY-GOODALE TRAIL   
According to Wally Meyer, and as experienced by some 
members who have been on much of Idaho’s historic 
trails system, this was one of the most difficult parts of 
any trails used by the emigrants going to NW destina-
tions. Even four-wheel drive vehicles are taxed upon 
some of the trail sections, which have had improvements 
since the wagon trains passed over them. This route’s 
travel can teach us a lot about emigrant difficulties! 
 

This trail was the route used by travelers coming from 
south-central Idaho’s Bellevue-Hailey area to Boise until 
several decades later when a new road was opened. The 
new road following the Highway 20 route, dropped 
down west from Tollgate site in the foothills and fol-
lowed the graveled Immigrant Road toward Canyon 
Creek Station on that stream. Some later wagon road ruts 
are still visible along the north side of that road. 
_______________________________________________________________  

(“ OCTA CONVENTION,”  continued from p. 1)  
persons to become involved in the planning and work to 
be done. Others similar groups have previously offered 
some support as well, and I-OCTA will be seeking and 
will appreciate any one who would like to become 
involved. The area will benefit much from a convention.  

 
ROGER BLAIR &  SUSAN BADGER DOYLE, OREGON VISI-  
   TORS, AND VERN GORZITZE, UTAH I -OCTA MEMBER 
The nearly week-long series of meetings with field trips, 
workshops, and presentations highlighting the period of 
the great American migration (open to visitors) will not 
only call attention to all the Oregon Trail system rem-
nants of the trails in SW Idaho and eastern Oregon—and 
related historical sites emigrant history and wagon train 
involvements—but will also financially benefit the area. 
Convention activities are not limited to trails’  history, 
but can also include other locations, events and historical 
information important to Idaho’s early years. 
 

One item of business at the board meeting was to con-
sider a “ family”  rate of membership with I-OCTA, but 
the decision was made instead to simply allow the 
spouse and family to be considered members upon the 
previous $10 per year rate. (Two business votes for each 
family follows the OCTA guidelines.) This $10 is the 
amount contributed to I-OCTA as added to other basic 
membership rates paid to OCTA, the National Associa-
tion. Since the production of Trail Dust is almost the 
complete costs related to membership—members dona-
ting all the time and costs for field trip participation—
the subscription to T. D. for non-members remains $10. 
 

A report was given to the membership by national 
OCTA board member, Bill Wilson, concerning the an-
nual business finished at the convention in St. Joseph, 
MO, in August. Other elected officers and appointed 
position members gave reports of progress and work 
during 2006. Elections of new and continuing workers 
were finished. All serving candidates in each position 
were reelected, and Fred Dykes was elected as a board 
member from eastern Idaho.  
 

The next issue of Trail Dust will contain abbreviated 
minutes of both business meetings at Fairfield, ID, 
revealing the details of all actions taken by I-OCTA. 
______________________________________________________________ 



GARY FRANKLIN, GOODALE Rut-Nut  

After about one year since the remaining trail traces and 
swales were discovered on the Goodale Cutoff North, 
approaching the Cambridge, ID, area from the SE along 
the 1873 variant, and also on the NW Goodale Train’s 
route from that Weiser River valley toward the Brownlee 
Ferry site, another trip to the area brought Gary Franklin 
away from his Electrician’s duties to help mark some of 
the trail! On September 19-21, the McGills again found 
three days to return to the earlier exciting discoveries. 
 

The first day could have been a wash-out with a lot of 
rain in the area, but three unphased and determined souls 
drove through the rain to two sites that needed further 
investigation. The first was the end of the trail route NW 
along the present Advent Gulch Rd. A steep cliff called 
for the need of a later sharp turn and extensive road work 
in order for the present vehicle road to get down over the 
steep drop to the crossing of E. Pine Creek. Prior doubts 
were ended when a miniature zig-zag wagon road was 
discovered only yards to the south of the turn in the road. 
It was somewhat hidden in the trees and foliage, but 
allowed wagons to get down to the stream bed! Wet 
clothes and shoes ignored, the road’s discovery made the 
body-soaked, pleasured effort well worthwhile!  

 
  GOODALE’S END OF ADVENT GULCH ZIG-ZAG ROAD,     
 COMING  DOWN  TOWARD E.  PINE CREEK CROSSING  
The second rainy destination was to a strip of deep and 
wide trail ruts across private land near Dixie Creek, 5 
miles SSW of Cambridge and 3 miles south of Martha 
Jane Robert’s grave. Martha was a teenager who died 
while Goodale’s wagon train camped in Middle Weiser 
valley, and a road was being built to the Brownlee Ferry 
on the Snake River. Within the next two days permission 
was obtained from two separate property owners, and 
that half mile of 144 year old trail was marked.  
 

The day following the trail marking Gary Franklin had 
opportunity to talk to the prior 30-year owner of that 
land, which was only recently sold. He stated that he had 
often wondered what that wide and deep-cut swale could 
be, now leading down to double cattle-watering ponds! 
Gary informed him of the important and historic trail 
route. He then understood the connection to the quarter- 

mile of evident old trail that also ran below the pond! 
 

Some of the prior-discovered trail ruts were also marked, 
going NW from lower Camp Creek near the Lyle and 
Zella Yergen ranch, and also following the NW route of 
middle Camp Creek. This middle Camp Creek part of 
the trail eventually joined the Advent Gulch area trail.  

 
GARY FRANKLIN, LOWER CAMP CREEK--DEEP/ERODED  
The days of marking and more searching resulted in 
finding the route of the trail inscribed on the 1870 GLO 
Plat, which came from the Midvale area and which was 
first begun by the Goodale Train. It joined the 1863 
variant at Hall Road only .5 mile south of the Robert’s 
grave. Several wagon cuts/ramps are still visible through 
one deeply eroded ravine, and the satellite photos show 
possible ruts over a pass in the foothills north of Tim 
Goodale’s route along the present Stagecoach Road. 
___________________________________________________________ 

CANYON CR. TRAIL PRESERVATION 
On September 29, the planned GIS work SE of Canyon 
Creek Station and toward the stream area was prepped 
with a few new added markers, and the hiking of the 
several-braid areas of the Oregon Trail. Preliminary 
efforts were finished for defining the features that will be 
collected by the Geographic Informational System unit. 
By the end of October, probably on the 28th, it is hoped 
this trail section will be finished and the information 
entered in the National Park Service database.  
 

This will be a continuation of the trail section data that 
was collected on October 21, 2005, on the section that  
comes from the SE. This extended section of the Oregon 
Trail is the first of many miles of the trails that are being 
considered for collecting extensive information about the 
remaining historic trails. There is a continuous section of 
pristine, unchanged trail through the area and one that is 
high on the level of importance for historic preservation. 
 

During this fall’s efforts the private land owners of the 
Canyon Creek land where the trail crossed were consul-
ted for permission to include their own remnants of the 
trail there. Stanley and Mildred Nerstebon demonstrated 
a good appreciation of the history of the trail there, in-
cluding the old Canyon Creek Stage Station that still 
stands on their place. They accepted the efforts in preser- 



vation, and allowed the trail across their property to be 
marked. This will help complete a much longer section 
of uninterrupted trail and sites, and about 3 miles on NW 
will be added to the informational base in the future. 

 
 CANYON CR. STATION SITE (BEHIND SHED) AND TRAIL   
   DOWN NORTH ON THE NERSTEBON CANYON RANCH 
Besides the stage station there is also a pioneer cemetery 
near the trail with several marked graves, the first burial 
in 1881. The couple voiced their desire to work with the 
Idaho State Historical Society in a possible restoration 
and sure preservation of the station. Their children are 
also preservation minded and support the parent’s wish.     
_____________________________________________________________ 

TRAIL MAZE AT BIG PILGRIM GULCH 
One of the most complicated mazes of trail segments 
anywhere on Idaho’s historic emigrant trails is found in 
the area of Deer Gulch and Big Pilgrim Gulch, SE of 
Glenns Ferry. Besides the several east to west direct 
crossings of both gulches there are trail braids and 
variants that wander north and south, at several angles to 
the main trail. Besides the camping areas within the 
maze, there were various routes to get through the deep 
gulches and side canyons. 
 

On June 9-10 of this year the re-marking of that area was 
begun, and by the end of that second day the I-OCTA 
members had run out of materials to finish the many 
routes. Most of the Deer Gulch sections were finished. 
On October 4-5, with the cooperation and assistance of 
Jeff Ross, BLM Archeologist from Twin Falls, the 
whole area was finished. Within/near the linear 4 miles 
from east to west of the main route, and connected to the 
main route, are about 12-13 total miles of trail segments! 

 
SIGN &  MAIN TRAIL DOWN W. TO BIG PILGRIM GULCH 

The informational sign that once marked the Big Pilgrim 
Stage Station need to be refinished. The years have cost 
it much of its paint cover and parts of the printed infor-
mation are unreadable.     

 
  ONE BRUSH-FILLED BIG PILGRIM ROUTE DOWN WEST 
Some of the routes are easily found but some shallower 
swales and traces are hidden in heavy grass, and some 
deeper swales are disguised by large sage brush bushes. 
The major sections had once been marked by Wally 
Meyer, working for the BLM, but even those had most 
markers weathered, faded or broken off at the ground. 
This recently completed effort has identified locations 
and will support preservation in the area for many years.  

 
   STEEP KELTON ROAD TO EARLY SNAKE RIVER FORD 
One possible reason that there are many routes in the 
area of Pilgrim Gulch is that in the early years, before a 
ferry was established at Glenns Ferry, the Kelton Rd. 
followed the gulch to the north, and all the way to the 
Snake River to ford the river. Emigrants also camped 
around the gulch area, and some seemed to follow the 
old road down to the river for camping and water. In 
returning to the trail several routes were then opened to 
get across the gulch and go on westerly. The distance 
from the trail north to the river is about 1.5 miles, which 
allowed distance/opportunity to try new return routes. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

MCTUCKER DESIGNATION FINISHED 
Dick Hill, BLM Archeologist from Idaho Falls, made 
possible the accurate historical re-marking of the most 
northern route of the trail that connected with and sup-
plemented the Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff on the eastern 
end. The accounts of the travelers that passed through 
Big Butte Stage Station, about 35 miles NW of Black-
foot, ID, inform us that some emigrants used that road. 



 
OLD TRAIL/ROAD SWALES (L) THROUGH BRUSHY AREA, AND PRESENT ROAD ON TOP OF TRAIL THROUGH BASALT CUT  
However, the route was not opened for passage through 
the Cerro Grande lava flow until the late 1880’s, when 
the road was finished by James McTucker. His crew 
blasted the basalt and opened at least part of the total 
road to Big Southern Butte. The satellite photo above 
shows the old road, double-swales on the left and the cut 
through the unpassable volcanic rock.   

 
FRED DYKES, ON THE NEWLY DESIGNATED MCTUCKER 
No one had any more fun than Fred Dykes, the early 
researcher who published all the information which led 
to the designation of the McTucker. His good-by at the 
end of the day included the fact that he “ learned and saw 
some things he had not known before.”  Fred is now a 
rider with others who gets to see everything, having 
before made many trips to the area but always driving 
for others so they could enjoy the sights and scenes!  
 
Thanks Lyle Lambert for giving Fred this consideration. 
And thanks Fred for all your work, research, publica-
tions and time for others that you have given OCTA and 
I-OCTA over many years. (Lyle Lambert suggested to 
the group that probably in 50 years the McTucker route 
will be renamed again, “Fred Dykes Road!” )  
 

During the September 9, 2006, visit to the big Butte area 
and the trail travel and burned-area marking of the 
Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff, time ran out before the 
McTucker Road marking could be done. This was in its 
own way fortunate, for the second trip still took a long  

day to cover the complete route.  

 
IRON-TIRE WAGON WHEEL, SMOOTH-WORN BEDROCK  
The adding of 21 new posts and renewing of decals on 
41 more prior markers along the nearly 18 miles of trail 
remnants that remain took a full-day of  travel, discover-
ing some new swales, and sharing in the trail-time plea-
sures. The historic importance of this road was not a bit 
diminished by the accurate re-designation.  
_______________________________________________________________ 

OCTOBER 28, CANYON CREEK GISing 
The last Saturday of October has been chosen to reset 
the GIS work on the trail that was prepped on September 
29. Doug Jenson, Bill Wilson and Jim McGill will lead 
the hiking and data collection, and Jerry Eichhorst has 
expressed an interest as well. Jerry is collecting informa-
tion on cemeteries in Elmore County, and the pioneer 
cemetery on Canyon Creek has called to him! 
 

Others are welcome to come and assist in information 
collection, to see the multiple trail-braids that cross the 
area, and share the experience. Some trail-era artifacts 
have been found for data inclusion. The newly marked 
trail across the private land will also be covered, and 
eventually all data downloaded to the NPS historic trails 
site. Data for the historic “water-crossing”  of Canyon 
Creek as well as the old stage station will be collected. 
All rut-nuts or just plain “outdoorsmen”  are welcome! 
_______________________________________________________________ 



          I -OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFF 
Doug Jenson - President                 jenson@ida.net  
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Jerry Eichhorst -Vice-Pres.         jeicho@mail.com  
William Wilson - - Treasurer     ma_bill@msn.com 
Kay Coffman - Secretary         minikatz2@aol.com  
James McGill - Preservation jwmcgill@pobox.com  
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster       IdahoOCTA.org  
Peg Cr istobal &  Jane Wylie - Historians    (below) 
William Wilson – Membership Chairman    (above) 
Wendy Miller  – Lib.  info@canyoncountyhistory.com  
           Board of Directors   
Peg Cr istobal                     crispp@mindspring.com  
Walter  Meyer           wallywanch@worldnet.att.net  
Gil Wyllie (Jane)                      gilwyllie@msn.com 
Clair  Rickets                         virginia@northrim.net 
Fred Dykes                               fdykes@prodigy.net  
__________________________________________ 
AFTER A LONG AND COMPLICATED MED-
ICAL PROBLEM IT WAS GOOD FOR IOCTA 
MEMBERS TO SEE VIRGINA BACK AT THE 
FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN FAIRFIELD! 
WELCOME BACK &  MANY YEARS OF GOOD 
HEALTH VIRGINIA AND CLAIR RICKETTS.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
JAMES W. MCGILL, EDITOR 
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA 
305 MELBA DRIVE 
NAMPA, IDAHO 83686 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         

 

WE WORK CLOSELY WITH THE BLM IN OUR 
PRESERVATION EFFORTS, AND DO APPRE-
CIATE THE SUPPORT &  SUPPLIES THAT ARE 
PROVIDED BY THEIR FIELD OFFICERS. MANY 
MILES OF TRAILS IN IDAHO CROSS BLM 
LANDS, AND WE ARE GLAD FOR THE READY 
ACCESS WE HAVE TO THE TRAILS THERE. 
OUR PRESERVATION WORK IS UNDER A 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT, WITH THIS 
PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNED UP AS AN 
OFFICIAL BLM VOLUNTEER. WE ALSO SHARE 
NAMES OF ALL OTHER VOLUNTEER PARTICI-
PANTS ALONG ON EVERY TRIP. THE BLM CAN 
GET CREDIT FOR ALL VOLUNTEER TIME. 
 

FOR THE FUTURE WE NEED TO LIST PARTICI-
PANTS AHEAD OF TIME AS MUCH AS POSSI-
BLE, AND LET THE BLM KNOW. WE NEED FOR 
PEOPLE TO INFORM THIS LEAD VOLUNTEER 
(JIM MCGILL) IF THEY INTEND TO GO, OR 
EVEN HOPE EARLY THAT THEY CAN—EVEN 
IF THEY ARE NOT SURE. IT IS BETTER TO 
HAVE A PERSON’S NAME LISTED AND NOT GO 
ALONG THAN TO NOT HAVE NAMES AHEAD 
OF TIME! WE WILL COMPLY AS POSSIBLE. 
PLEASE SEND POSSIBLE VISITORS NAMES!!  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


