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TIMOTHY GOODALE NEVER RETURNED TO MONTANA!  Ebitor

Researchers and historians have always been in error! Everyone that is anyone as far as any
interest ever paid to the history of Tim Goodale—Cragin, Carter, Hafen, Lecompte, Byers,
Bieber, Coutant, Hall, Swagerty, Merrill and Wells, Jones, The Fletchers, Gooda e and
Goodale, etc, and on the low end, Jim McGill—have before indicated in writings and quoting
others an untruth about the end of the life of Mr. Goodale. Two rather unknown writers were
right, F. N. Lane and Warren Vaughn, but these were two men that none of the above have ever
heard about until now. They knew Tim, lived during the last years of hislife, and recorded their
information. However, like hundreds of much briefer mentions of Tim, which have now been
uncovered, their accounts were never yanked from obscurity by the right hands.

The facts have been fairly well known that after the 1862 Goodale Wagon Train the Goodales
were in Oregon on aranch on the Powder River, and went back to run the Brownlee Ferry in
1864-65—on the new Goodal€e' s Cutoff. After that no one else had been found who even had a
hint about the family’ s life. Supposed recorded appearances of Tim during the 1870s-1890s, in
New Y ork, in Oregon, and in other places, are now proven as only false alarms! Tim Goodale
died in Oregon in May 1869, and the shocking thing about his death is that he was murdered!

lives full of contributions to the west, and much of their

The detalls of his rather wondrous years are coming enterprising decades will be restored in many words and
together in the extensive volume of Tim’s, Jenni€'s and Inter net—Walt’s Photos

their offspring’s full lives, and in the adventures leading ol
through many northern, western, and southern states. It
has been before recorded in Trail Dust, and in a 2006
research paper, that Jennie was found in Washington
State with a second husband on the 1870 Census. A
great mystery had remained about what caused the sep-
aration of this couple. The mystery no longer haunts
those who have been much involved in the research
project that will culminate in the Goodale book.

One writer concluded by saying that the roar of the
Pacific Ocean has always been intense over Tim's grave,
and the noise had once drowned the “forgotten, daring
noble heart [and] memory” of the man who gave 40
years of lifeto our frontier. After 138 years Tim will be
given some honor and recognition, which never before
was able to be bestowed! Tim and Jennie both gave

TIM RESTSBEYOND—BENEATH PACIFIC BREEZE




accounts that had long been forgotten.

During Tim'slast year F. N. Lane attempted to get him
to tell about hislife' s accomplishments, but Lane wrote
after Tim’ s death that he “was unable to draw him out
upon any tales of hiswonderful life upon the plains!”
This modest attitude always marked the personality of
Timothy Goodale, often in the shadows of other well
known men. Many early men boasted about everything
they ever did, and sometimes even more, but some of
them also credited Tim as they recalled their own lives.

The respect that everyone who knew him recognized for
his dedication, knowledge, and giving of ass stance to
the welfare of others seemed never to be defiled by the
few who might have tried to fault him. He died in an
attempt to help protect one helpless soul, ayoung Indian
girl, the victim of a*“half-crazed villain”—a man not
worthy to even have spoken Tim's esteemed name!

Thefirst draft of the book is now with the editor!

A PAINTING OF SINKER GRADE TRAIL

On aperfect day in February, Saturday the 24", the well
known Sinker Grade on the South Alternate Oregon
Trail became the subject of some photos that would
embody one view, which is hoped to become a painting.
This Editor and Patty spent the day along part of that
Trail and along the Snake River canyon where the Silver
City to Moraroad forded the water of that river. That
road is the subject of a booklet, which the Owyhee
County Historical Society will soon publish.

SINKER GRADE UP LEFT, RUBEN RANCH RD.—RT.

Thisbook is aresult of the McGill’ s effort and research,
the second in abook seriesthat OCHS is making
available. The first was the story of the Murphy Flat
Mercantile, afew years of history of that Flat that had
been almost unknown before. The Mercantile once sat
upon a site where Oregon Trail emigrants had camped
decades before, after trains had spent afull day getting
multiple wagons up Sinker Grade.

The Moraroad was amining trail that allowed therich
silver ore from Silver City, ID, to be more shortly moved
down Sinker Creek by mule-pulled wagons, fording the
Snake River, and driving to Mora (“mul€e”) on the 1885
Oregon Short Line RR. The route was used until well-
known Colonel Dewey completed the Boise, Nampa &
Owyhee RR across the 1896, steel bridge at the Guffey,
ID, crossing of the Snake. This road had also been
almost completely lost to records of history.

SINKER-MORA RD. CLIMBED N. FROM THE RIVER
It is hoped that an Owyhee County scenic painter will
finish apainting of alarger view of the famous steep
trail grade (at left), and it will be offered for bids during
the August 2008 OCTA Convention in Nampa, ID.

CROSSING INVISIBLE CHAPTER LINES
Recently a question had arisen about a membership
situation, and a new member in Nampa, 1D, was called
tofind out if a problem existed. There was not really any
concern by the time of the call, but this writer was told
that the member was in the process of moving from
Rochester, N. Y. He had recently become a member of
NWOCTA, I-OCTA and the Wyoming Chapter! What a
good thing for al of our chapters and members.

Patti and this Editor were privileged to attend the spring
Membership Meeting of NWOCTA in The Dalles, OR,
on Saturday, March 10, 2008. We were visitors from an
adjoining state, but also members with that group. Itis
an appreciated thing that members can share member-
ship with others though they do not live in the geogra-
phic vicinity, and this kind of overlapping interest and
concern for trails all across the west can be a good thing
for al of OCTA. Interests should not stop at state lines!



It is so easy now for membersto sign up for membership
in other chapters as national OCTA collectsfor all
chapters, and to get periodic information about other
areas of the trails. When NWOCTA voted a few months
ago to co-sponsor the 2008 Convention in Nampa, ID, |-
OCTA got a Co-Chair in Roger Blair, and Susan’s good
assistance for so much in the planning. But the whole
Convention situation got the support and assi stance of a
lot of members who will be directly involved from
Oregon and Washington. Welcome to all of you/us!

The Convention will benefit from so many who can help
make the week the best possible and enrich the whole
program, and will aso be sharing trail areas from Idaho
and Eastern Oregon with participants! This can all work
well because of trail understanding that mirrors the idea
that historic trails are not sectional, divided by state lines
or other boundaries. The Oregon Trail is an example,
one unit crossing many states from beginnings to ends!

The NW chapter will be offering some trail activities
this year that will involve parts of thetrailsin Eastern
Oregon, some quite exciting possibilities that will
welcome members from other chapters. Have you ever
been to Alkali Springs or Tub Springs, historic emigrant
camp sites north of Vale, OR? Sign planting and some
fence work will be done both places starting Junel8-19,
2008! Therewill also be atrail hikein the LaGrande,
OR, area, but the date is not yet finalized. MORE
INFORMATION WILL BE AVAILABLE LATER!

MORE ADA COUNTY TRAIL INTEREST

“Ada County [Idaho] is currently processing two subdi-
visions of property containing Oregon Trail segments
south of Highway 21, between the Oregon Trail Reserve
and Bonneville Point. Thefirst of these subdivisions,
Buddies Subdivision, was heard by our P&Z Commis-
sion last night. The good news isthat the devel oper very
generoudly agreed to provide a 50 foot wide public right-
of-way easement along approximately 1,700 feet of Trail
corridor, as defined by a group that surveyed the Trail in
this location in the 1990s.

This amounts to about two acres that can be used by the
public to complete a public trail through thisarea. The
devel oper also agreed to provide 50 foot private conser-
vation easements on both sides of the trail. These ease-
ments will allow private use of thisland, but no struc-
tures other than fencing will be alowed within this area.
This creates a 150 foot wide corridor to enhance the
Trail experience.

We are still aways from the public actually acquiring
these easements, as there is an additional public hearing
where the Board of Ada County Commissioners will
decide whether to grant preliminary plat approval. The
easements will be conveyed at some time after prelim-

inary approval is granted and before final plat approval
is granted, though that could easily be before the end of
thisyear.

| hope any of you that are interested in seeing the
Oregon Trail preserved will write to the devel oper, Wirt
Edmonds, and thank him for his generosity and com-
munity spirit in agreeing to these easements. Ada
County, BLM, ITD and others are getting closer to being
able to provide continuous public access aong the
Oregon Trail from the Oregon Trail Reserve to
Bonneville Point. This has been a goal of the County
since at least 1973, so we greatly appreciate the devel-
oper®help in getting us closer to making this areality.”
Steve Malone, Planner 11, Development Services

MARCH 14 PLANNING MEETING

On March 14, alarge group of Convention 2008,
“TRAILS: TRAGEDIESAND TRIUMPHS”
planners met at the Nampa Civic Center and good
progress was reported and continued. With a couple of
new people to assist, most of the people who had met in
either December and/or February attended.

The planners have such avariety of dedicated people
representing not only OCTA, but also other history,
preservation and resource groups that a great |daho-
centered 2008 Convention seems to get more promising
at each meeting. The pervasive feeling and intent is that
since it has been so long since conventioneers have
attended in either Idaho or the near-to-ldaho, Eastern
Oregon, that nothing will be spared to add to the
enjoyment of all who attend in August 4-9, 2008!

Asthe advertising and promotion for this OCTA
Convention reaches out, those who will sign up will be
hearing of opportunities across this state and across the
border in Oregon for related activities at both ends of the
Convention. Not only will there be both pre and post
activities and tours directly attached to the week of
OCTA involvements, but other groups will be offering
indirect, trail-related events. It has been discovered that
these events could fit well before and after our own
convention. Information will be made available much
ahead of time.

We encourage members and others, who are aways
potential members, to begin planning way ahead and
setting aside enough time to do every event possible! We
know that the great Convention 2007, planned for Scotts
Bluff-Gering, NB, OCTA’s 25" anniversary celebration,
isgoing to claim alot of enjoyment-energy and foll ow-
up praise from attendees! Thusit isaredistic goal for |-
OCTA and NWOCTA, co-sponsorsin 2008, to offer the
following year another trails celebration that will not be
in any way disappointing or anti-climatic! A few minor
adjustments will be made for our accommodation



situation in Nampa, but everything will work well for all
who come to participate.

Some of these related activities will be the annual
reenacted Snake River emigrant crossing at Three-Island
Crossing, Glenns Ferry, 1D, on the Saturday before the
Convention, August 2™. There will also be opportunities
in Eastern Idaho, one in the works for people who want
to stop near Lava Hot Springs, 1D, before the convention
and tour some trail and sites and the area’ s historic town
of Chesterfield. Then the week following the 2008
Convention there will be an Indian Festival at Fort Hall,
with accompanying activities at the reconstructed model
of Fort Hall in Pocatello. A trail tour across the Fort Hall
land is hoped to be planned!

One suggestion made during the last planning meeting
for people who usualy fly to the conventionsis that they
may want to consider flying to Salt Lake City, or
Pocatello, ID, and renting a vehicle. Then they can
participate in the activities a ong the way, and drive on
to Nampa. Planning for times for these activities will
allow their completion and then sufficient time to get on
to Nampafor the week’ s convention. Think about the
possibilities! Other trail entertainment is possible!

MORE OF OREGON’S GOODALE INFO.
Upon learning that the Pine Valey Community Museum
at Halfway, OR, had some Tim Goodale related material,
and a photo that was used in an 1984 publication which
was reported to be of Tim Goodale that town was visited
on March 18-19. The photo, which afew people have
seen and reacted to in arather unbelieving way pictures
aman who might have been Tim. But his attire was
unlike anything that might have been expected.

In about 1860, the description of Tim was this. “Tim
was described as about 6 feet tall, “weighing 155 or 160
pounds, white hair cut long, clean-shaven, fair skin,
bluish gray eyes[and] dressed like afarmer.” It was also
said in another place that Tim “seldom wore a coat but
carried always a beautiful Navajo blanket on his horse
behind his saddle.” The photo is of along bearded man,
long hair and fancy duds with a vest and cuffs of fancy
beadwork! He looked like a Buffalo Bill dressed up for
amedicine show, or the likes!

Information could be favorable, however, that makes the
photo a possible likeness of Tim. Tim's great-great
granddaughter who lives on the Y akima Reservation in
Washington wrate: I just came down-stairs from
beading my son some cuffs (work in progress) for his
new dancing outfit and here isthe pix of Timwith his
beaded cuffs (and vest)! | was going to finish up some
homework for college tomorrow but checked my mail
first! My gosh | am so grateful and fascinated...but what
adarn shame he died as he did.” The bead-work clothing

is something that Jennie could have done. Thereisan
Indian bead-bag in some museum in Spokane, donated
by the family, probably an Indian item from Jenniel

The second fact isthis. Tim lived in the Pine Valley
(Halfway)-Powder River areas from 1862-65, running
the Brownlee Ferry with Jennie in 1864-65. Then in
1867 he passed through the area again on atrip to Idaho
City. He certainly could have had his picture taken
during atime then, and had time to grow abeard! The
folks at Halfway are looking for the origin of the photo!

GOODALE’'S CUTOFF SWALE, WEST OF SPARTA ROAD
Whilein transit to Halfway the Editor and Patti made a
little side trip up the west end of Sparta Road. One old
map indicated that Goodal€' s Cutoff, which came down
hill on the east side of that road, crossed and headed
almost west toward the Powder River. The old ruts were
found as before mapped, and followed for about 2.5
miles westerly past Surface Springs, to aranch on the
east side of Powder River. Thiswould have been an easy
route to have followed and finally have met the river. It
was not crossed until it was followed for about 6 miles.
In several places the old deep swales are quite apparent
apart from the road, Class #1 MET standard trail.

During the early years some emigrants crossed the Snake
River into Oregon on the cutoff but stopped in the Pine
Valley and Eagle Creek areas, not following further west
on that trail. Emigrants found that valley beautiful.

CUTOFF TRAIL EVIDENT UP FROM THE PINE VALLEY




Call for IDAHO Papers

The planning committee for the August 2008 OCTA Convention at Nampa, I1daho, isissuing a Call for Papers
for alimited number of presentations on western overland trails.

The theme for the Convention will be: Trails: Tragedies and Triumphs. Suggested topics include emigrant
diaries, the Snake River Plains geography and ecology as it relates to emigrant travel, prominent trail sitesin
Idaho and Eastern Oregon, Native American encounters along the Snake River routes, women on the trail,
wagon camp life, early 1daho and Eastern Oregon settlers and settlements along the trail routes, other historic
Idaho and Eastern Oregon trails and other topics appropriate to the theme. A typical presentation will be 40
minutesin length. Presenters will be invited to submit their papers to the OCTA magazine Overland Journal

for publication after the convention.

Speakers are invited to submit a one-page abstract of their topic and biography to the Speakersand Papers
Chair, 5204 Waterwhee! Drive, Boise, ID 83703-3130. Abstracts should be submitted as soon as possible.
Selection of speakers and papers will bein late November 2007. Contact the Speakers and Papers Chair for

further information.

Bill Wilson, Speakers and Papers Chair

ma bill @msn.com

Since submissions may come from people who have not been involved in a convention beforeit isencour -
aged that all understand the need for submission proposalsto be sent early to Bill Wilson with sufficient
information for the committee to make informed decisions about quality & program relevance--ED.

|-OCTA Board of Directors M esting

On Saturday, March 24, 2007, The Board of Directors
and |-OCTA staff met at Twin Falls, ID. Annual
officers reports were given concerning the yearly
business and activities of the chapter. General progress
has been made in trail preservation areas, in improving
and updating the website, Idahoocta.org, and in
cooperating with OCTA in involvement in the mid-year
OCTA Board meeting. This had been attended by
President, Doug Jenson and Board Member, Bill Wilson.

A report on the progress of the planning for the Idaho
area 2008 OCTA Convention was offered. There has
been good planning, and the growth in the number of
persons with interests and who are available for the
planning committee meetings has made the projections
for the success of the convention appear to be very
positive. The program is being put together and area
facilities have been secured. Tours and presentations
plans are progressing.

Jerry Eichhorst reported on his efforts to digitize many
of the diaries of the historic trails through the area, and
detailed his dedicated work effort. Discussion about the
cooperative effort for placing an OCTA historic sign in
Montpelier on the site of the original Ezra M eeker
monument brought about a proposed text message for
the sign. Work continues toward that sign’s approval and
eventual placement.

After the meeting Peg Cristobal led afield trip to the
Oregon Trail crossing of Rock Creek canyon and to

other historic sitesin the Twin Falls area

A list of summer activities for the chapter was prepared
and will be included below. Minutes of the meeting will
be offered in the next issue of Trail Dust.

2008 1-OCTA Events and Activities
**(April 14  Goodale marking Castle Rock & west.)
April 28 Spring I-OCTA Membership Meeting.*
May 9 Convention Planning Meeting Nampa.
May 12 Field Trip/marking Hagerman--Pilgrim Gulch.
**(May 19-20 Cambridge, ID, Goodal€' s Route.)
June 16 Massacre Rocks Trail Trip and marking.
July 21 Arco-Carey & Bradley Pass Tour and marking.
August 6-11 OCTA Conven.--Scotts Bluff/Gering, NB.
September 15  West end Hudspeth & California Tour.
October 13  Fal I-OCTA Board & Member Mestings.
October 20  Jeffrey/Goodale-Wood River to Fairfield.

**Qther possible one-day tripsfor trail maintenance
and marking will be planned by the Preservation
Officer and others, with relatively short term
planning and notifications by email as cooper ation
with the BLM representatives can be obtained.
Details about all activitieswill be offered in later
Trail Dust issues and by email. If you do not have
email and want to be notified pleaselet thiseditor
know and give a phone number.

*APRIL 28, 2008, |-OCTA Spring Member s M eeting
10:00 AM—Snake River Grill 611 Frogs Landing
Hagerman, ID. All Membersand Visitors Welcome.



|-OCTA OFFICERSAND STAFE

Doug Jenson - President jenson@ida.net

LyleLambert -Vice-Pres. azaports@bigskytel.com
Jerry Eichhorst -Vice-Pres.  jeichho@mail.com
William Wilson - - Treasurer  ma_bill @msn.com
Kay Coffman - Secretary minikatz2@aol.com
James M cGill - Preservation jwmcgill @pobox.com
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster  1dahoOCTA.org
Peg Cristobal & Jane Wylie - Historians (below)
William Wilson — Membership Chairman (above)
Wendy Miller —Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com

Board of Directors

Peg Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com
Walter Meyer wallywanch@worldnet.att.net
Gil Wyllie (Jane) gilwyllie@msn.com
Clair Rickets virginia@northrim.net
Fred Dykes fdykes@prodigy.net

“On Sunday, Oct. 10, [1991], Burton Silcock, Lowell Tiller,
Joy Cassidy, and Jane and Jean Wylietraveled east of
Murphy in two 4X4's for acloser look at the Sinker Creek
grade.” (ThanksJanefor theold Trail Dust issues!)

JAMESW.MCGILL, EDITOR
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA
305 MELBA DRIVE

NAMPA, IDAHO 83686

Jerry Eichhorst Photo

KING HILL STAGE STATION ROCK-ART BUILDING
| swung by King Hill today [Mar. 24] and found the old
stage station foundations. There are two remaining foun-
dations. The [one above] appears to have been aroot
cellar or possibly asmall living quarters. | met the owner
of the property and she let me on the property to view
them up close. She said that her husband has researched
them and found them to be the first stage station in the
area. Another one was built later further up the creek. |
do not know if anything remains of it. Jerry Eichhor st




