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OREGON/CALIFORNIA TRAIL: SOME NEW FOUND SWALES

EDITOR

To “rut-runners” (traveling rut-nuts) it is not guising after 25 years of OCTA's trail work
with other groups in mapping and preservation tigat trail ribbons and variants are betimes
discovered—often parallel ribbons to otherwise ergad historic trails! On June 16, 2007,
members of [-OCTA and visitors remarked some Orggalifornia trail near Massacre
Rocks, SW of American Falls, Idaho. During the jwas year some local scouts who were
visiting the area and got involved enough to recogwhat the old swales look like had
reported finding what they considered to be a swaftion that had not been marked. A fire
had uncovered this evidence on the south sidetefdtate 86, and in fact the section came
from the highway cut under the security fence dnsh twent back to the road right-of-way
and disappeared. Doug Jenson, I-OCTA Presidentctradnunicated with the scouts and led
the trail marking tour and work day. The markinglaé swale led to the discovery of
another ribbon of possible deep trail to the westg up from the area to some flatland. This
required some researdbarly sources support the second trail swale asopéne trail!

With a surprise to almost all members Lyle Lambert
from Pocatello brought his new bride, Nadine, along
for all to meet! Lyle had lost his wife to cancearrleer,
and our people are very happy to know he has adovi
companion now with which to share his life!
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NADINE LAMBERT DROVE THE FIRST MARKER DOWN

Several members from the Boise valley went to Bee t
new area of the trail, and the light hearted andyen

able atmosphere between members during the day
made this an exceptional outing. Three areas of
segments were marked.

The first maze of trail was located at the swathas t
Fred Dykes wrote about in tl@verland Journal

Spring 2000, under the title “Some Swell Swales!”
Back westerly from the Neeley Road exit from 1-86,
SW of American Falls on the north side of the fragw
there are multiple ruts that resulted from a campin
area along the Snake River. One main swale adness t
area, which is down to the porous basalt bedrock,
becomes 8-12 feet deep at the western end thie trail

Several routes across nearly a mile of undistusaeg
brush land, and interconnecting trail segmentsiedtb
numbers of markers to be placed, but it appeaced fr
the later view of a satellite photo that anothgnsent
covered by the foliage was missed. (Mdpail?” seen
below.) Most of the time the area satellite phatas
accessed before going out to mark the trail, buhen
occasion we had failed to prepare in that manner.



The second area marked was the new-found trail
portion on the SW end of Massacre State Park, four
miles from the first location. This is a bit ov@rmile
and off the highway right-of-way. As the participan
returned to the vehicles the deep swale up athél,
second bonus swale mentioned above, became
apparent. This is in an area that long ago thelingjl

of Highway 30, and the more recent 1-86, was though
to have destroyed the trail for several miles.

SMALL PLANT FOLIAGE IN THE BURN-FOUND TRAIL
The searching of the 1875 GLO Map placed the trail
many yards south of the highway grading, crossing a
section line where this trail segment is actuailsetted!
With the consideration of a steep cliff area nbar t
river that had to be cut for the highway to passl, a
would have prevented the trail's passing nearitres,r
this fact supported this new swale as the traiterou

The last section of trail marked approaches thel Col
Water rest stop on 1-86, 6.5 miles WSW of Register
Rock, and can be seen with a short walk to the east
from the parking area. Here the trail went up apte
ridge, and soon turned SW away from the river area
toward the Oregon-Californiaarting of the Ways

LAGRANDE, OREGON, TRAIL WORK
As part of the inter-chapter and shared trail prigjen
June 9-10, 2007, Patti and this Editor had oppdstun
to work with some NWOCTA Chapter members in
some trail route exploration near LaGrande. The
Oregon Trail route from the city that started ugrov

the Blue Mountains, which crossed sections of peiva
land, had not been defined. Paul Massee had obtaine
permission and planned the trail search.

For most of the first day a large group of memlzerd
visitors covered the hillsides in view of the artjth
trained eyes and minds, and with metal detectors—
only checking for metal artifact patterns. It whsught
that the steep slopes, which yearly support heavy
snows and therefore are prone to erosion, could hav
been accessed anywhere to get up the first gradee S
emigrant diary accounts told of needing to hitclmyna
teams of oxen on each wagon to get to the topndut
good pattern of metal was discovered on the slopes.
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1864 GLO PLAT MAP OF THE LAGRANDE AREA TRAIL




The original BLM, 1864 GLO Map only indicated a
straight line up the hilléB to C, Map above)from
where it is known the trail left LaGrande and te th
crossing of the section line. Such plats did ndidate
curves or routes between the section line crossings
measured by the early surveyor. The route along a
present road (dotted line) was checked on the skecon
day of the trip, but little metal evidence was fdun

PREPARING FOR THE TRAIL SEARCH ABOVE TOWN
The rain on the second day prevented a full day of
exploring, but upon studying the resources and
covering the area, it now appears that the remradrats
road up a steep wash or ravine (dashed line) dmald
the first trail. It is slightly north of the platstraight
line, but begins and ends near the line’s locations

TWO LEVELS OF TRAIL EVIDENCE UP THE RAVINE
The area on across the hills to Hilgard, nearrduég
crossing of the Grande Ronde River, was checkeal by
group led by Stafford Hazelett, NWOCTA Mapping
Officer. A new-found section of parallel trail was
found. The LaGrande area would bear some more
exploration and detecting, and other resources are
being sought to verify the accurate trail's locatiwest
of the town! Another visitation is being considered

ALKALI SPRINGS AND TUB SPRINGS
Next-door-neighbor trail sites to the State of lkdlamd
the I-OCTA Chapter are found on a stretch of the
Oregon Trall that passes along the eastern side of
Oregon. Areas of both states are common to the Utte
Wagon Train disaster of 1860, various death sites
covering at least 125 miles that cross the lingvbeh

the two, and members of I-OCTA have often exampled
the correct trail thinking that historic trails aret

really segmented with endings at state lines! Tiek8
River, which follows the states’ borders for manyes

is only a artificial divide that most emigrants had

cross when going on to Oregon.

It is always pleasurable to cross into Oregon and
experience parts of the trails there. It is forterta

have a sister chapter of members, NWOCTA (Oregon/
Washington), which is active and cares to sharne the
trail resources with all who have an interest! Ofise

the right for OCTA members to join in any and all
chapters is a plus for the whole Assaociation, angtm
benefit the chapters in many ways.

On June 17-18, Bill Symms, a member of both chap-
ters but living in Oregon, led a group to add infiar
tional signs at Alkali Springs and Tub Springs. 3dne
are located 9 and 11 miles north of Vale, OR. There
was little difference in the two springs, both lggin
filled with sulfur and hardly drinkable. People witiidl
drink because of the 22 mile dry stretch from the
Malheur River to the next water at Birch Creek were
usually sickened. However, both locations were @ded
times for ‘nooning,” and sometimes the cattle drank
which led to illness or deaths of some animals.

OCTA'S TOM, BILL, GAIL, MURIEL, PATTI AND JIM
OCTA signs, and “National Historic Trail’ signs veer
posted at the springs. New posts were set for each
Sunday, June 17, by Bill, Gail and Muriel Carbiener
Tom Gray of Malheur Country Hist. Soc., and Diane
Pritchard, BLM, and her husband who drilled holes
and concreted the posts. Patti and Jim McGill joine
them on the 18to help finish the work and install the
signs and a fence. Pam Petterson, BLM, from Baker
Trail Center visited on Monday.

PAM PETTERSON, BLM, TALKED WTH BILL SYMMS




GOODALE'S RUTS-An Oregon Visit

On June 28-30, Chuck and Suzanne Hornbuckle from
Olympia, WA, traveled more than 400 miles to exglor
and hike several miles of Goodale’s Cutoff in Omego
They joined Bill Wilson and Patti and James McGill
from Idaho, and got an opportunity to tour aimdsboa
the newly discovered remnants of the cutoff from th
zig-zag trail up Road Canyon out of the Snake River
(near the Brownlee Ferry site) to the area of thkds
Oregon Trall Interpretive Center!

HORNBUCKLES—TRAIL PASS N. OF CHINA SPRINGS
With the accomplishments of this covering of more
newly discovered Goodale ruts, some sections of
pristine trail that were unexpected, most of theaim-
ing trail in Oregon has been found. The pleasure of
sharing these finds with others is no less thgllihan
the experience of the discoveries.

For the first time participants were able to travel
Road Gulch from Pine Valley and over the pass to
China Springs. Then in exploring the trail on south
along the ridge that Highway 86 follows, much o th
trail was an improved road and used for decadesi-Ho
ever, as the trail dropped down southerly, past and
beyond some present gravel pits, about .5 mi. of an
undisturbed swale was found! This is surely Goodale
Train vintage, some built roads included!

BILL WILSON—PART OF THE GOODALE BUILT TRAIL
Then further down the ridge where the highway turns
westerly, a section of trail was seen passing utider
sharp corner of the curve and emerging south of the

pavement. It was followed down the hill westerly
where it passed through the bottom of Immigrant
Gulch, again under the highway. There it once rose
over a small saddle and into Eagle Valley, towaesvN
Bridge, OR. The rut-nuts also got to see the trail
remnants over the highland west of that town, and
along the eastern part of Sparta Road past Rodkdgspr
across Spring Creek and past Surface Springs.

On the second day the area east of Ruckles Cregk wa
visited looking for the evidence of the cutoff reut
Merrill Wells once inscribed that part of the trafl a
large scale map. It was provided by Larry Joneahdd
State Historian, Ret., and used by Betty Burnett,
“Goodale’s Cutoff,”"Overland Journgl (Win. 1985),
bottom p. 34. Soon the evidence of the trail asrgef
indicated was found near the bend in the stream fro
east to north, and that route was followed for some
miles to the NNW. Only Chuck Hornbuckle hiked its
length, and he GPS'd the ruts there for the red¢ords

MARY OMAN, BLM, ON NEW FOUND TRAIL REMNANT
That Saturday Mary Oman, BLM, Baker, who has been
greatly supportive since we began looking for tige z
zag trail that began the Oregon route, came out to
participate. How good it is to have these BLM peopl
care about the historic trails and assist OCTA [eeip
our preservation efforts. Another section of thal tr
near Second Creek was located, and the deep rats we
of Flagstaff Hill, probably part of Goodale’s Cutof
before it met the Oregon Trail, were also viewed.

ELDERHOSTEL TOUR—Jerry Eichhorst
On Sunday, June 24, IOCTA Vice-President Jerry
Eichhorst joined an Elderhostel tour in Glenns ferr
Idaho and guided the group along the Oregon Trail
from Three Island Crossing to Boise. The morning
stops were the Three Island Crossing overlook en th
south side of the Snake River and Three Island-Cros
sing State Park. Lunch and some wine tasting were
enjoyed at Carmella Winery. In the afternoon, the
group was treated to the King Hill station, graaethe




base of King Hill, the Hot Springs site, more gave
east of Canyon Creek, the Canyon Creek station, and

the ramp going down to the Boise River east of &ois
Jerry Eichhorst Photos

DUSTY BUS AT THE CANYON CREEK STATION SITE

OREGON TRAIL CUT/RAMP TOWARD BOISE RIVER
While hiking along the OT in the afternoon, yet an-
other grave was discoveredlearly the trail across
southern Idaho was the final resting spot for many
emigrants. Another Elderhostel tour will be coming
through Idaho in late August-OCTA volunteers are
needed to assist with the tour

PLANNING MEETING, Convention 2008
The next meeting of the 2008 OCTA Convention plan-
ning committee, with all subcommittees, is\died-
nesday, July 18, at the Nampa, ID, Civic Center

The meeting will begin at abo@t00 P.M, in order to
get finished by 9:00, but ghlarticipants are encour-
aged to come at their own possible timehen they

can. Some business will be done early and then for
subcommittee members who must arrive later other
work will be done.

It is hoped that schedules for all subcommittee pro
gress will be laid out up until the convention tiared

be available. In this way each planner can motiiter
needed accomplishments of committees and be on time
when the work has led up to the activities of the
convention week. All preparation for the advertisof
the Nampa, 2008 Convention will be reviewed, and
table visitation/coverage at this year's Nebraska
Convention will be planned.

As soon as the 2007 convention is finished everyone
involved in planning for next year will begin toreo
centrate on the goals and progress toward next year
Another meeting will be planned as soon as necgssar
after the first week of August. We will attempttiegin
some of the dry-runs for next year’s field tripstiaes
weather cools down.

2008 I-OCTA Events and Activities

July 21 Jeffrey-Goodale, Carey to Picabo, ID.
August 6-11 Convention--Scotts Bluff/Gering, NB.
September 15 Hudspeth & California Trails Tour.
October 13  Fall I-OCTA Board/Member Meetings.
October 20 Jeffrey/Goodale-Wood River-Fairfield.

COME ALONG! BRADLEY PASS RUTS
OnJuly 21, 2007 aFOUR-WHEEL DRIVE field

trip will cover a section of the Jeffrey-Goodalet@fti
from near its western departure from Craters of the
Moon lands east of Carey and over Bradley Padseto t
land north of Picabo, ID. This is partially a vdmushy
trail and a rugged climb up the east side of ttfespa
The trail across the valley is a two-track road] tre
climb up from the east will require plenty of triact.

Members and visitors will me&aturday, 10:00 A.M.

at the north side pull-over widening of Highway 26-
about6 miles east of Carey Lak&his is also about

one mile west of the Hot Springs and the cratesa la
flow near the highway. Lunches and drinks are ngede

On Friday, July 20a few participants will check the
Jeffrey-Goodale trail loops that follow Highway 265
along the craters land, checking from the weshéo t
east. Recent highway construction has effectedthes
markers’ locations, and some need replacement.
Anyone who would like to be involved that day can
meet onFriday morning in Carey, at about 11:00 A,M.
at theparking lot of the gas station (Jackson’s?) and
store in midtown Carewest side of the road.

Friday night some members who participate both days
will stay in Arco at the D-K Motel, east end of town,
1 800 231 0134Let them know you are with I-OCTA!

Scotts BluffGeringConventionAug. 6-11!



[-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFE
Doug Jenson President [ensondd@ida.net
Lyle Lambert Vice-Presazaports@bigskytel.com
Jerry Eichhorst -Vice-Pres. jeichho@mail.com
William Wilson - - Treasurer ma_bill@msn.com
Kay Coffman - Secretary minikatz2@aol.com
James McGill-Preservationwmcgill@pobox.com
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster 1dahoOCTA.org
Peg Cristobal & Jane Wylie- Historiang(below)
William Wilson — Membership Chairmafabove)
Wendy Miller —Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com
Board of Directors
Peg Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com
Walter Meyer wallywanch@worldnet.att.net
Gil Wyllie (Jane) gilwyllie@msn.com
Clair Rickets virginia@northrim.net
Fred Dykes fdykes@prodigy.net
I-OCTA BOARD MEMBERS needed for the fall
elections. I-OCTA members, request info from any
staff above and prepare an informal resume!

JAMES W. MCGILL, EDITOR
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA
305 MELBA DRIVE

NAMPA, IDAHO 83686

Dick Hill, BLM in Idaho, has about $8000
for 2008, which he/we would like OCTA
to spend on following, checking and
remarking the complete Landers Cutoff!!
Some has been done in Wyoming and a
little of it in Idaho in the last few years, but
there are sections that need to be updated!
This money could reimburse some travel
costs, motels, etc., for those who want to
spend 4-5 days crossing this historic road.
We hope the Wyoming Chapter of OCTA
will work with [-OCTA, and we can plan a
spring or early summer trip (when we can
get through—inviting members from other
chapters! Notify thigkditor if interested!

jiwmcqgill@pobox.com




