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GOODALE’S CUTOFF REMNANTS STRETCH ACROSS OREGON!       EDITOR 
Like Goodale’s Cutoff North, the new emigrant trail of 1862 that Tim Goodale opened by lead-
ing his wagon train from the present Boise Valley to Brownlee Ferry in Hells Canyon—along 
prior Indian trails—an extension of that trail across Oregon to the mining town of Auburn has in 
the past been much ignored by historians, researchers, trail mappers and rut-nuts! The May 13, 
2006, trip by OCTA members to discover the Zigzag road out of the canyon from that ferry 
(documented late-page story in the May 2006 issue of Trail Dust) began a rediscovery period 
for the final part of the Cutoff! The successful results of a combined NWOCTA, I-OCTA and 
BLM field trip on June 22-25, to explore the Cutoff westward from the Zigzag road certainly 
deserves this Editor’s choice for front page print! The historic trail gives the story worthiness! 

   THE TOP OF GOODALE-TRAIN BUILT “ ZIGZAG”  TRAIL , ABOVE THE LATER GRADED ROAD— EXITING ROAD CANYON
No one could have hoped for better discoveries! The 
detected rut/swale evidences of that long-ago opened 
road are trail-wise quite spectacular! A surprise awaited 
searchers concerning the route from the Zigzag road 
canyon to Pine, OR, the route actually following an 
improved road almost straight to the valley. Early 
research had indicated a different possible loop to the  
south, which would have necessitated going over the 
foothills in the background of the photo above, and then 
returning over the same! That would have been a dumb 
thing to do! Instead, there was a much easier route and 
the Goodale train used it! (Photo top of next page.) 

From the canyon top the great view down to Pine Creek, 
along with on-ground trail rut evidence, ended all spec-
ulation about the earlier surmised route. At least a dozen 
rut remnants of the old trail along the western road, 
within a distance of four miles—some up to .5 miles 
long—verified the Cutoff’s genuine emigrant-built road.  
 

The early start on the afternoon of June 22, allowed a  
rapid trip from Pine to the top of the canyon to scope out 
the road. The most rewarding part of that trip was for the  
first time seeing real trail swales along the present road, 
finding the shortest route possible, and measuring the 10 



VIEW FROM TOP OF THE CANYON, 8 MILES TO PINE CR. 
IT SURELY CALLED TO EMIGRANTS, ‘COME ON DOWN!’  
miles, which accurately reflected the road described by 
W. P. Horton, in March 1863—six months after the 
Goodale Train built the road and passed on west.     

 
 DOUBLE GOODALE SWALES SOUTH OF PRESENT ROAD 
Mary Oman, BLM Archeologist, authorized the search  
and discovery trip, and would have led the same had she 
not fallen, broken a rib and cracked some vertebrae just 
before the set days! She had to send along her assistant, 
Jessica Mason. Stafford Hazelett, Mapping and Marking 
Chairman for NWOCTA, led the Oregon part of the 
group with Rich Herman. Bill Wilson accompanied Patti 
and this writer, OCTA’s Trails Mapping Chairman. 
 

June 23 was spent by the whole group hiking, seeking, 
GPSing, photographing, and mapping the Zigzag road to 
fulfill a request by Mary Oman for good documentation. 
Some afternoon time was also spent recording all the 
trail evidence along the road back to Pine. Then on the 
morning of June 24, while Stafford and Rich made a trip 
toward Baker to do a little work on the main Oregon 
Trail, Bill and the McGill couple accurately mapped the 
remaining ruts that could be found all the way to Pine.  
 

In the afternoon the trio worked their way across the tall 
foothills that the Goodale Train had to build a new road 
up and over, from Pine toward Richland, OR.  

 
  STONE NEAR PINE. THE TRAIL STARTS UP THE HILLS. 
The trail climbed Road Gulch west of Highway 86, to a 
pass, and ruts were still evident all the way to the top. 
Some Class #2 ruts have been used by ranch vehicles 
there, but Class #1 trail also runs over the top. Some 
areas still need a search to find the complete route, but 
the old road in the gulch on the south is unmistakable. 
                                                                  Bill Wilson Photos 

 
PART OF ROCK-LINED &  BUILT CANYON AREA ROAD  

 
VIEW FROM ABOVE. TRAIL  DOWN IMMIGRANT GULCH. 
A hike from the Richland side up Immigrant Gulch and 
the eastern branch of the canyon allowed an experience 
on the 150 year old trail—probably little considered by 
rut-nuts or historians for many years. 
 

The last day, Sunday June 25, a lot of area was covered 
by Jim and Patti McGill before returning to Idaho. Part  



of the trail was found near the New Bridge to Sparta 
road, and then at the end of that Sparta loop on the west 
the trail that followed down to Powder River was found. 

 
THIS SWALE FOLLOWED THE DRAINAGE TO THE RIVER 
After the eventual crossing of the Powder River it was 
found that the trail has left good evidence southerly to 
Ruckles Creek, on south along that stream and then 
some miles of ruts west along the south side of the same 
creek after it turned west, all the way to Flagstaff Hill. 
The last view and photo of double swales finds Flagstaff 
at right in the background (see below).  

 
   2 GOODALE SWALES HEADED FOR FLAGSTAFF HILL    
As much area as was quickly surveyed to find some of 
the continuing ruts and swales, all the way across 
Oregon to near Baker, there was not time to spend 
covering all the areas that still contain various degrees of 
trail remnants. There is great expectation that many trail 
segments still abound that will help establish the contin-
uity/continuation of the whole route. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Seven photo repor ts—53 pages of maps, photos and 
information—have been prepared and will be shared 
with all persons who have interests and request these. 
_____________________________________________ 

GLENNS FERRY RIM--OREGON TRAIL 
One of the difficult locations on the Oregon Trail to 
negotiate was the climbing over a rim rock a short 
distance NW of Glenns Ferry. Two variants came up 
from the Two Island and Three Island Crossing areas of 
the Snake River, and merged before climbing over the 
height to go NW toward Mountain Home. The trail split 
then again allowed two variants to follow on through a 
higher valley before converging as they approached the 
area of the present Bennett Mt. Rd. On June 13, 2006, 
this gap in the recent marking efforts was finished. 

 
ROCK-LINED SWALE &  SPLIT VARIANT OVER THE RIM 
Along the eastern route the carsonite markers that Wally 
Meyer installed many years ago were in very good shape 
and required only new O.T. decals. That branch is very 
remote and quite hidden in the brush, and very few 
people have seen that 1.5 mile swale. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

GOODALE’S CUTOFF--WALLY’S RUTS 
On Saturday June 16, during another trip over the miles 
of Goodale’s Cutoff across Ada County, ID, markers 
were added at much closer intervals than had previously 
been placed. This was an effort to mark well that portion 
of the trail north of Wally Meyer’s land and Homer Rd.  
 

During the several trips to that area, all but one which 
included Wally, this Editor and Patti took many photos. 
We have saved these photos under files labeled, “Wally 
Ruts.”  When Wally first took this writer to see those  

 
   WALLY’S RUTS—LITTLE GILCH TO BIG GULCH PASS 



possible trail ruts, which he had before ridden his horse 
upon many times over the years, little was known about 
that old road. The research continued, which had begun 
in efforts to find the Goodale route NW from Boise. We 
appreciate all he has done in supporting the research and 
paper productions on the trail across Idaho and Oregon. 
 

This extra-marking effort was part of an implementation 
of the cooperative work that Wally has been actively 
involved in with Ada County planners for a huge 
development in the area. The hope is to be able to save 
the old trail through the area for all people to enjoy and 
to learn about. We do not want any development worker 
or official to miss the remaining obvious trail!  
_______________________________________________________________ 

GOODALE’S CUTOFF, “1863 VARIANT” 
Back on May 27, in cooperation with Canyon County 
Historical Society and others (May 2006, Trail Dust) a 
few markers were placed along Goodale’s Cutoff variant 
north of Emmett, ID—part of a trail experience with 
several new people then involved. The markers were 
placed near the present road on easily accessible ruts.  
 

In the July 5th heat, other remote miles of the same trail 
were hiked, some distances away from the road. For this 
reason there were also segments that were still in need of 
discovery. One complicated pattern of trails/roads along 
Big Flat Road approached Willow Creek from the South, 
a location where there are three complete and another 
partial roadbed—parallel and crossing each other. Each 
road has its history. (Story in a later issue.) 

  
SAGE HIDDEN RUTS, THE  PASS  NORTH OF SUCKER CR.  
Markers will have an “1863 Variant,”  (W. P. Horton’s 
March 1863 route) attached to distinguish it from the 
1862, Goodale Train Route north of the Payette River. 
 

The whole Goodale variant route with trial segments 
across that location have been found, distinct from the 
other roads, and some other short portions of “new”  
ruts—not before seen—along the whole route were 
found and marked. Two young trail novices, Trenton and 
Tyra McGill, accompanied their grandparents!________ 
LOWER DITTO CREEK TRAIL BURN 
Approximately a year ago a fire caused trail marker 
damage along the Oregon Trail near lower Ditto Cr. 
Some of the damage was on private land and some on 

public land. For the time being, since it is a hot and dry 
time of the year, the private land owner of the Ditto 
Creek Ranch did not want to allow anyone except hikers 
to cross his land. On July 8, by that means two portions 
of the Oregon Trail on BLM land were accessed and re-
marked. The fire had destroyed several markers. 
 

Trail that was earlier covered by dense brush openly 
appeared, and several braids that were not noticed before 
were found across the first segment of trail hiked on 
BLM land. North of Dry Creek along Foothill Road the 
trail started up and over a ridge before dropping down 
into Ditto Creek. The second segment is north of Ditto 
Creek private road, where also is found one of Idaho’s 
emigrant inscriptions rocks (Jerry Eichhorst may have 
information later on a before-unseen name found there). 
 

Though the rock is on Ditto Creek Ranch land, just 
beyond it is the BLM segment that divides the distance 
between Ditto Creek and Ditto Creek Station, 1.5 miles 
NW. The 2005 fire burned for about 4 miles from Dry 
Creek NW to Ditto Creek Station. New small foliage has 
grown this year but all large brush stalks are skeletons. 

  
  SWALE NEAR THE TOP OF THE DITTO CREEK DIVIDE 
We appreciate Wally Meyer’s contact with Stephen 
Damele, which discussion persuaded this new owner of 
the Ditto Creek ranch to allow the crossing of his land. 
We appreciate Stephen’s and his sister’s permission, and 
hope to work later with them to remark ranch land also! 
- - - FOLLOW-UP EMAILED INFORMATION - - - 
Jerry Eichhorst, 
Your question about the name “Ditto Station”  and its 
distance from Ditto Creek was a good historical starter! 
(The stream there, however, as I had speculated, is not a 
branch of Ditto Creek.) The Ditto name comes from the 
family who owned both the Ditto Ranch and the Ditto 
Station. One story in the August 10, 1878, Statesman, 
discussed some Indians who had stolen horses and taken 
them near Ditto Ranch and the "Overland Road," Oregon 
Trail! The Ditto Family (L. H., Annie and son Phillip) is 
found on 1880 Census, Alturas Co., before Elmore was a 
County, in Slater Creek Precinct--Creek near Mayfield. 
 

There are stories about Ditto Stage Station and Annie  



Ditto being the cook who made such delicious meals for 
the guests. The probable reason that the Station was not 
on Ditto Creek and instead nearer the Jeffrey-Goodale 
Cutoff  junction with the Oregon Trail, was that traffic 
on the Trail had decreased and more people were travel-
ing the Cutoff across Idaho, up until near the turn of the 
century. Where the station was located stages from the 
Hailey area could also stop, and there were stages 
following that route until about 1910—according to my 
Big Butte Station and Champagne Station research. 
 

The creek at Ditto Station and down which the Jeffrey-
Goodale Cutoff came is "Soles [sic.] Rest Creek!" I 
could not find information, but have an idea it may have 
named for the massacred people, of which the Goodale 
Train found all the bones when they met the trail near 
there (Nellie Slater, 1862 Diary)! 
 

The photo (below) is from near the corner of Mayfield or 
Foothill Road, S1/4, Sec. 26, SE of the Thompson Ranch 
(Emigrant Trails of Southern Idaho, Map 41). You can 
see from a small hill there the station and both sets of 
ruts or swales of the Goodale and Oregon Trail coming 
together. That may be the area of the massacre!  (JWMc) 

 
  WESTERN END OF THE JEFFREY-GOODALE CUTOFF 
_______________________________________________________________ 

ELDERHOSTLE TRAVELERS IN IDAHO 
A HUGE "Thank you" to all the OCTA members who  
made our travels so special: Molly, Ross, Travis, Kathy, 
Duane, Loren, Marty/Woody/Carl, Donna, Doug, Jim & 
Patti, and Tom for all the great information and sites we 
saw along the Oregon/California/Mormon Trail this past 
June. We learned a lot, saw a lot (remember the differ-
ence between a rut and a swale?), ate a lot, slept a little, 
and traveled almost 3000 miles! 
                            To all you new "rutnuts" 
H A P P Y  T R A I L S !!!!                  Don Popejoy 
    (I t was a pleasure for  I - OCTA members to assist!  Ed.) 
______________________________________________________________ 

JENNIE GOODALE’S SPOKANE GRAVE 
One culmination of the research and exploration that we 
have been doing now for several years was the visit to 
finally see the grave of Jennie Goodale Highbarger, wife 

of Tim and mother of Mary Winona. A person may not 
appreciate the significance of this opportunity unless 
they have read the Goodale family history that has now 
been accumulated, and recognized all the old-west con-
tributions by Tim and Jennie together for several years. 

  
JENNIE ‘VIRGINIA’  &  13 YEAR OLD DAUGHTER MAGGIE 
Jennie died in 1897, at age 52, eleven years after her 
second daughter Maggie died, and was survived by 
Winona for only seven more years. Jennie and Winona, 
who died in her sixth childbirth in 1904, are buried 40 
miles apart, Winona at Valley, WA, next to her husband, 
William Hansom, and her own first daughter, Katie. 
 

The three days of research by the McGills in eastern 
WA, in mid-July, included an Oregon Trail/Goodale 
presentation to Stevens County Genealogical Society at 
Colville. Members were given opportunity to hear about 
trail adventures, emigrant travel to WA, and the Goodale 
contributions. A visit with a Goodale g-granddaughter, 
Patricia Carter, was one of the pleasures afforded Patti 
and this Editor, almost like our own family fellowship! 
_______________________________________________________________    
ST. JOSEPH, MO, AUGUST 7-12, 2006 
This Editor hopes for an exciting story for 
the next issue of Trail Dust, derived from 
the successes of the National OCTA Con-
vention this year. Work has been going on 
for a long time to provide great times for 
OCTA members and visitors. We appreci-
ate chapter work done for our enjoyment! 
Hope you are there for this week of trail 
related and history presentations, activities, 
field trips, and times of good fellowship!    
 
EZRA MEEKER GROUP—BOISE, 9:30-3:30 
pm, CAPITAL BLVD. PARADE &  CAPITAL 
PARK, JULY 27 (Mark Baltes,  794-0369)--- 
THREE ISLAND CROSSING AT GLENNS 
FERRY, JULY 28---POCATELLO, FORT 
HALL REPLICA, JULY 29---SODA SPRINGS, 
JULY 30. 
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Kay Coffman - Secretary                minikatz2@aol.com 
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I -OCTA has little planned in regular  activities for the 
August, a hot month to be on the trails! National OCTA 
Convention in St. Joseph, MO is the month’s highlight. 
This preservation officer and Patti will be out doing trail 
maintenance on last-minute email notices when weather 
allows. The invitation is open and anyone who would 
like to take a hike or a trail drive please let us know and 
your email will be added to the list of people notified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James McGill, Editor 
Idaho Chapter of OCTA 
305 Melba Drive 
Nampa, Idaho 83686 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aug. 9-12  National Convention, St. Joseph, MO 
Sept. 9  McTucker road/Atomic City Jeffrey-
Goodale burned area remarking.  Jim McGill 
coordinate with Dick Hill of Idaho Falls BLM. 
Sept. 23 Danskin Peak/Dixie Station to Ditto Creek   
    (top part.) Rough bad road.  Marking outing, 
Jim McGill coordinate w/Dean Shaw & Norma Dart 
Oct. 7 Combined I-OCTA board and general 
meeting at Fairfield, ID, Forest Service office._____ 
GOODALE CD’S AND PAPERS AVAILBLE 
The latest research that has opened up the history of the 
descendants of Tim and Jennie Goodale is now available 
on CD or in print. This 85 page research paper of the 
Cutoff in Oregon also includes a year by year history of 
Tim’s & Jennie’s many frontier involvements, as well as 
part of the family descendents’  history from 1862 to the 
present. Request CD in Word or PDF from this Editor 
for $5, including mailing, or in the printed paper for $9 
with mailing.       We care to share at just about cost! 
 

The Oregon trip on June 22-25 also resulted in 7 photo 
reports, 53 pages in total, which is also available on CD, 
or in separate emailing—if your computer system/ 
service will support large Word or PDF files! Please 
request from jwmcgill@pobox.com  The “Goodale 
Cutoff North”  in Idaho, 2005, still available, CD/print. 
 


