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FREEZEOUT HILL AREA: GOODALE’'SCUTOFF & RIDGE TRAIL epitor
Regular readers of Trail Dust probably recognize that not many issues could be printed without
something informational being offered again concerning Tim Goodal€’ s contributions to
Idaho’ s historic travel! One good day in the first part of December allowed an outing and good
opportunity to continue with some of the pleasurable preservation efforts that are going into the
northern trail from the Boise Valley to the Brownlee Ferry, Tim’'s gateway to Oregon. The
historic and unique Indian trail ridge in Gem County that the Goodale Wagon Train first sliced
with wagon wheel marks on about September 1, 1862, which would soon develop into deep soft
swales, was a part of that December thrill. Only that ridge and about two miles of trail back to

the SE still remained in need of markers. Thetrail on the ridge runs nearly .5 mile from the top to
the valley floor, and is narrow enough in places that
wagons had no side-room for mistakes or spooked
pulling-critters. The earth is ground granite, rather large
grained sand with erosion areas falling from the side of
the ridge. It was a deposit from the ancient Lake Idaho
that once covered the whole valley from Hells Canyon to
Hagerman, 1D, up the Snake River. The soil did not
blow much, but was ground into deep sandy dry-mire.

Going down the ridge was a tedious adventure and some
emigrants commented on the hill. Elizabeth Porter wrote
in 1864 “ Climb to Paitte [sic] river today. Came down a
big hill,” using the word climb to describe the steep hill.

Thiswas not just asection of trail that the limited
numbers of wagons took while following Goodale al the
way to Brownlee Ferry, but was also used by many
trains going on down the Payette River and into Oregon
by way of the Olds Ferry at Farewell Bend, OR. Much

of the more direct Oregon traffic discontinued the Boise
River route, followed Goodal€ s lead on the whole route
along the Payette and Snake River, then turned westerly
through the Weiser, ID area. Thisridge was the only
route until about 1870.

For wagons that had to climb back up to get on NW
toward Boise the ridge was a strong challenge, almost a
stopper for heavy wagons. The lumber wagons that John
FIRST FREEZEOUT RIDGE TRAIL TO PAYETTE VALLEY Basye brought up from “Emmettsville’ were especialy




vulnerable. It was once reported that it “ sometimes took
as many as twelve teams of horses and more than a day
to pull afreight wagon up the hill.” Bayse built the next
better graded road up from the valley in about 1870.

When the old trail was discovered following aroute over
asmall passin the foothills from North Fork Willow
Creek over to Jackass Gulch and approaching the top of
Freezeout Hill from the NW, only four markers had been
placed to mark the route. There was a need to better
mark the two miles of trail remaining. This latest trip
finished that marking episode.

TRAIL UP FROM CANYON BOTTOM AT WILLOW CREEK
From the private land on Willow Creek north to the top
of the pass the one mile trail passes along the eastern
side of the deep erosion wash running southerly. From
the pass and .5 mile to the north the trail land had been
given to the Gem County landfill. The early exploration
found good trail above the valley landfill, and photos
were taken. In December only 50 yards of that trail
remained on the northern end, now destroyed by the
bulldozer trash covering equipment. Thelast .5 mile
down to Jackass Gulch is still protected by BLM fences.

2008 OCTA CONVENTION PLANING
The planning committee for the August 2008, National
OCTA Convention is still moving in the right direction!
The winter weather has restricted travel for the helpful
NWOCTA people involved in this planning, but on
December 18, 2006, Roger and Susan Blair came to
Nampa, ID, and we met with an outstanding group of
planners. Three neighboring County Historical Societies
who will be involved with [-OCTA were represented.

Representatives of several other state and local groups
with similar historical and preservation interests also
became involved. With I-OCTA membership spaced
across the state and no concentration of numbersin any
place we must depend upon othersto assist us. But this
does enrich the potential for having the expertise and
ideas of many groups to make the Convention activities
the best that we can. It is encouraging to see so many
people excited and willing in our planning efforts!

In mid-February, with the return to Nampa again of

Roger and Susan, the finalizing of the facilities reserva
tion will be completed, using the Nampa Civic Center
building. Motel accommodations are being planned and
finalized also, with motels not far from the Civic Center
and on short and easy road corridorsto access.

The field trips that will fill much of the time are being
laid out, and will cover trailsin all directionsfrom the
valley. These will include some pre and post trip oppor-
tunities, probably some with private vehicle usage. How
good it will be to have so many visitors come and share
our trails and hospitality!

UTTER DISASTER INFO UPDATE

Don Pope oy
Here® some exciting stuff | found out about Emilene
[Tremble]: last week while researching for atalk on the
pioneer roads for asmall town (Rosalia) in Eastern
Washington | found this - Emilene lived in Rosalia for
several years, just 45 minutes from my town, Spokane!

"Emilene, Emily, as she was called, stayed with alieu-
tenant©family at Fort WallaWalla until her cousin
arrived to take her to Oregon. Her family of twelve that
started across the plains from Wisconsin was all gone
except for her. In 1863 she married John M. Whitman,
and they moved from Oregon to Rosaliain 1872 where
she and her husband ran the Whitman Stage Line.

In 1887 Mr. Whitman was killed when he rode out on a
handcar to meet the first Northern Pacific train. After his
death, Emily returned to Wisconsin and married a man
by the name of Fuller but divorced him four yearslater.
In 1900 she returned to Rosaliaand married A. J.
Cahoun. After his death she made afinal trip back to
Wisconsin and never returned to Rosalig,

Washington."

Thisinformation isfrom the old ledgersin the Rosdia
museum collection. | can see arestless (possibly) and
sad life for Emilene brought on by her terrible ordeal at
such ayoung age. The main street in Rosaliais named
Whitman Street and the account of her family®ordeal is
equal to that of the Donner®, in my (not so) humble
opinion. The account that Emily wrote, which the
museum has, shows Emilene as Mrs. Emily Trimble
Whitman Fuller Calhoun.

In the spring, in Oregon, when the snow melts, | intend
to go to the Rosalia cemetery and find Whitman®and
Calhoun®grave sites | hope thisis some new info for
you, | found it very exciting.

ITISHOPED THAT DON WILL ASSIST USON
ONE OF TWO UTTER FIELD TRIPS DURING
THE AUGUST 2008, CONVENTION! ----Ed.




[-OCTA Volunteer Figures for 2006

Doug Jenson has reported the totals of contributions for
Idaho trails work for 2006, as 2279 hours, $11581 costs
contributed and travel of 17262 miles. Considering the
hours worth something like $17, that makes the donation
worth about $38,743, and the mileage at about $.31, this
figureis $5351.22. That isatotal value of $55675.22.
Thanks to everyone who has been involved.

Bill and Jeanne Watson who report OCTA’s combined
totals to Congress do want the information for Hours,
Expenses and Miles. These are converted by them for
the money figures they can use.

CRANE CREEK RESERVOIR TRAIL

We hesitate to write (Oh, oh, Greg) that the Goodale's
Cutoff has now claimed some more of our attention and
time in January for fear that it may appear that other
important trails are being ignored! But we must still
energetically report that another segment of that newly
explored trail north of Emmett, ID, has been discovered,
documented, mapped and marked.

Thereis still alonging to get to some more of the needy
Oregon Trail SE of Glenns Ferry, 1D, and Big Pilgrim
Gulch, but that will be a planned spring trip for more
than one day for all who want to take a good long hike.
(Wesurelike‘em all!) And it appearsthat thereisa
section of the Hudspeth Cutoff across BLM land in
southeastern Idaho, which may never before have been
marked. It lies on the west side of 1-84, exit 245 and east
of Malta. Come on spring!

GOODALE’S CUTOFF E. CRANE CR. RESERVOIR, MAP 1
We have been fortunate to have some more continuing
trail segments that are within a one day drive and are
begging for us to come and visit! The two segments that
are the subject of this note has been watched on the
satellite photos for along time, and our feet found them
quite receptive and welcoming to their unique positions
and layout. Thetrail isjust wherethe 1870 GLO Maps
indicated it would be!

One segment crosses BLM land and the second on some
Bureau of Reclamation land and private land. The two
are separated by part of the lake. The separation areais
dry now, but has been often inundated by the water, and
the trail has been washed away there. From when the
north end of the section on the map below obvioudly
heads into the high-water area across for .5 mile, only
flat mud-land appears.

On January 29, the access roads were found to both of
thosetrail sections, gated heavily with government-tight
gatesinto little accessed areas. The route has been used
only enough to make Class#2 (MET standard) two-track
trail acrossthe hard gravely area.

On the south end of this segment of trail aworn ramp
leads up from the lower land now covered by water,
actually solid ice now, and for about 200 yardsiit is Class
#1 swale.

The ground was frozen very hard and deep so markers
were only placed by trail-marking tricks, such asin
finding a great ant hill along the ruts that allowed the
carsonite to penetrate deeply into the earth! In another
place the sloping land allowed the sun to warm it enough
so our rock-breaker flat hole punch broke through for
planting the carsonite marker.

The northern trail section rises up a steep grade from the
water’ s edge to aflat top butte, followsan “S’ to the east



GOODALE'SCUTOFF SECTION UP FROM CRANE CR. RESERVOIR AT LOW WATER--CRANE CREEK ISFROZEN BEL OW

and back to the north, and commences under some
power lines. The untrained or inexperienced eye would
seethat trail only as a power line road for about .5 mile,
but the 1970 GLO Map testifies to the trail’ s existence
long before the west had power! The swaeis Class #2,
but deeply eroded, crosses a drainage valley, and turns
westerly to cross Hog Creek. Emigrants and freighters
marked that route well before the power company
infringed upon the right of thetrail to exist for history.

The section of the cutoff on which these trails sections
arefound isthe 1863 Variant. This route was opened
only 6 months after the Goodale Wagon train passed
through Idaho, and supplanted the terrible Midvale Hill
route on to the Middle Weiser Valley. Probably ninety-
five percent of emigrants followed this route after
freighters and packers did the needed road building. Tim
Goodale had chosen to avoid the Indian trail through this
route because of the excessive road building that would
have been required of his emigrants.

W. P. Horton wrote in March 1863, “From [Big Willow
Cr.] to another small stream [S. Crane Cr.], road, wood,
water and grass very good.” Emily Towell wrotein
1881, from a camp on the Payette River: “August 7. The
men returned. They could not find the Crane Creek
Valley. A council was held to determine the number in
favor of going on to a valley where a choice of land
could be obtained. Everyone was in favor of going on.
August 8. We crossed the Payette River. An old man
accompanied us as our guide to the Crane Creek valley.”

Towel was in a 40-wagon train, which went on to the
Middle Valley. Imagine them climbing the hill above.
This route was used until after the new century began.

GOODALE HISTORY BOOK PROGRESS
The two Goodale' s Cutoff papers from 2004 and 2005,
which were offered on CD, have now turned into a much
more extensive book-writing project. A good year-by-
year history of Tim Goodal€' s adventures and varied
accomplishments from the mid-1830s until the 1862
Wagon train is coming together. No one has ever
attempted to put this detailed story together, partly
because the material has been so remote in hidden and
forgotten records.

This has become possi ble because of the multiple sup-
portive researchers and contributors with information
who have shared with thiswriter. Interested persons will
eventually be somewhat surprised at Tim Goodal€'s
extensive ligt of frontier involvements, and his being so
well known and respected by the nations leaders,
western people and tribes of Indians during his 65 or
more yearsin the west! The book, however, approaches
Tim as a quite obscured frontiersman because so little
has been known collectively and written about him.

The Wagon Train weeks and documentation of the
routes and information about all of Goodale' s Cutoff—
that new trail from Boise, ID, to Baker, OR—will also
fill many pages of the book. The Goodal e descendents
and the later years of both Tim and Jennie Goodale,
separated by 1870 to different lives, will finish the story.

The plan is to have the book in print by the time of the
August 2008, OCTA Convention in Idaho. A call is still
open for information to which others have access, or
in existing finds of earlier researcherswho have
resear ched livesin thewest. Tim Goodale was often in
the shadows of ather well known men, doing the same
thingsin which they wereinvolved. ++++++ JWMc




Board Candidates Needed

Serving on the OCTA Board is agreat opportunity to assist the members and the organization. Each year the members
vote on candidates for four of the twelve, three-year positions. The board meets twice ayear. The meetings for 2007-08
will be at the Business Meeting of the OCTA Convention at Gering-Scottsbluff, Nebraska, in August; likely in Marchin
Sacramento, California; and in connection with the OCTA Convention at Nampa, Idaho, in August 2008. Thereis partia
support for expenses for the midyear meeting.

In August 2007, terms expire for Edna Kennell, John Mark Lambertson, Bill Martin, and William Wilson. Edna K ennell
is completing her second term, so is not eligible to run this year, and William Wilson has decided not to run for the board
again. John Mark Lambertson and Bill Martin are eligible to run for a second consecutive term.

We need your help! If you are interested in serving on the OCTA Board, be sure to apply. If you know someone who
would be a good board member, encourage them to apply. OCTA Board members serve at-large, so the location of
residence or chapter affiliation is not a requirement.

Candidates need to submit:

1. Information about the nominee’ strail background and experience and the extent to which the person has participated in the affairs
of OCTA.

2. A written endorsement from a minimum of three (3) additional OCTA members.

3. A written statement from the member being nominated indicating his or her willingness to serve actively on the board if elected.

4. A brief statement (approximately 100 words) of what you would like to see the board accomplish in the next three years and how
you can help OCTA reach its goals.

5. A good quality photo of the candidate that could be used in publicity. For further assistance, you may contact one of the members of
the Nominating and Leadership Committee, a current OCTA Board member, or a chapter president.

All nominations must be mailed or emailed by April 1 to:

Glenn Harrison, Chair Nominating Others elected to the OCTA Nominating and Leadership Committee
and Leadership Committee James M cGill John Atkinson
1132 30th Place SW 305 Melba Drive 1113 Safari Drive
Albany, OR 97321-3419 Nampa, |ID 83686 St. Joseph, MO 64506
541-926-4680 208-467-4853 816-233-3924
glennharrison@cmug.com jwmcegill @pobox.com atkinson@stjoelive.com

ROGER BLAIR-2008 Convention Co-Chair
On another note, planning for the 2008 national
convention is progressing. As previously announced, the
NW Chapter voted to co-sponsor the convention with
Idaho Chapter. The convention will be held in Nampa,
Idaho, at avery nicelocal convention center.

The early planning meetings have been encour aging
for theturnout and range of talents of local citizens—
most of whom are not OCTA member s—who have
volunteered to help put on a successful convention. |
think the degree of local participation will mean that NW
Chapter participation might be relatively light, such as
staffing tables, etc. Thiswill assure that a minimum of
pre-convention training will be required of NW Chapter
participants. However, don't | et that fact prevent you
from volunteering to help. We would like to involve

anyone that wishes to help and will find arol'efor you. Virginia Rickett’s Book is still available:
. —Roger Blair Clair Ricketts, FallsCity Publishing
(Partial letter from Roger—from Northwest Trails, 516 E. 300 South. Jerome. ID 83338

Winter 2007. Roger and Susan will bein Nampa again
on February 14™. Final arrangements for securing the use
of the Civic Center will be made at that time.)

Soft Cover - $29.95 Hard - $39.95
Also: Then and Now In Southern I daho - $24.95




[-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFF

Doug Jenson - President jenson@ida.net
LyleLambert -Vice-Pres. azaports@bigskytel.com
Jerry Eichhorst -Vice-Pres.  jeichho@mail.com
William Wilson - - Treasurer  ma_bill @msn.com
Kay Coffman - Secretary minikatz2@aol.com
James M cGill - Preservation jwmcgill @pobox.com
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster  1dahoOCTA.org
Peg Cristobal & Jane Wylie - Historians (below)
William Wilson — Membership Chairman (above)

JAMESW.MCGILL, EDITOR
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA
305 MELBA DRIVE

NAMPA, IDAHO 83686

Wendy Miller —Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com

Board of Directors

Peg Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com
Walter Meyer wallywanch@worldnet.att.net
Gil Wyllie (Jane) gilwyllie@msn.com
Clair Rickets virginia@northrim.net
Fred Dykes fdykes@prodigy.net




