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Part Two   A Six-Husband Hitch: The life of emigrant Frances Adelia Maxon    
                                                                    William J. Wilson  (some editing, Maureen Gobel) 
(Continuing from the death of Jay Coston, who froze to death while hauling the mail 
between Slate Creek and Florence, ID. . . . “Internment took place at 4 o’clock this afternoon 
from the house of Mrs. McGaffee, deceased’s mother.”)---Reading about the mail contract to 
Florence, I had to write Maureen about my mother’s favorite story about her father. Her 
uncle, Fred McGaffee (19), had a job driving the stage to Florence (don’t know if he worked 
for the Costons, or not). Fred became ill, and so that he wouldn’t lose his job, his younger 
brother, Billy McGaffee (16 at the time, so it was about the summer of 1895), drove his route 
for him. On one of these trips, he had to haul from Florence a lady who was expecting.  He 
had to stop quite a few times for the lady to go behind a bush. When they arrived in Grange-
ville that evening and this obviously pregnant woman got off the stage (basically just a spring 
wagon), one of the old-timers lounging around the stage station in Grangeville, asked Grand-
dad: “Billy, weren’t you just a bit worried that she might have that baby on the way down 
from Florence?” Granddad replied: “Well, no! She assured me she wasn’t due for another 
two weeks.” Granddad walked off, not understanding why the old-timer was chuckling. 
                                                           Wilson/Gobel Historic Photo 

 
      GEORGE BRINKERHOFF AND FRANCES MAXON  
Maureen next did some Googling on Mail Contracts to 
Florence, and came up with a couple of Idaho State 
His. Soc. Reference Series papers about the contracts. 

One of the places that was prominent in these articles 
was Adams Camp, a halfway stopover on the summer 
route from Grangeville to Florence (because of the 
snow, they had to go via Slate Creek, skipping Adams 
Camp, in the winter). I had to email Maureen about the 
dynamite episode. Sometime in perhaps the 1920s or 
1930s the Forest Service established a Ranger Station 
at Adams Camp, and my father got the job of Dispat-
cher there for the summer of 1943. As soon as school 
was out he moved us up there and we rented the old 
hotel.  It and the Ranger Station were at the east end of 
a large, perhaps 1/4 mile or more, wide meadow.   
 

Out in this meadow were several old log horse barns, 
all fallen in. A friend of the Ranger’s family, a boy 
about my age (I was 7), had come to spend a couple 
weeks with their family. He and I were playing one day 
out around one of these barns, and we found a half case 
of dynamite. We figured the Forest Service would want 
the dynamite, so I went home and got my little red wa-



gon, loaded the dynamite half case in, and trundled it 
out to the road and on over to the Ranger’s office. The 
Ranger was the only one in the office right then, and I 
went in and told him we’d brought him the dynamite. 
He said, “OK!  Just leave it right there and I’ll take 
care of it.” A good deed done, the other boy and I went 
on with our playing. I later heard my Dad telling Mom 
about it, and the Ranger’s shock (I probably got a 
lecture about leaving dynamite alone).  Seems this 
half-case of dynamite had been put out there by the 
Forest Service; it had gotten old and un-stable, and 
they’d figured that out in one of these old barns it 
wouldn’t hurt anything if it spontaneously detonated.   
 

Maureen, in her research, had found some information 
that indicated Frances’ father may have been a legisla-
tor in the Washington Territorial Legislature. I looked 
on HeritageQuest for anything about it. I didn’t find 
anything, but I did find, in a book about Walla Walla 
County, information about a brother of Frances.  It said 
that he moved from Wisconsin with his family when he 
was 15, to Omaha, NE, for two years, and “In the 
spring of 1859 he and the rest of the family crossed the 
plains with ox teams intending to go to Pike’s Peak, 
Colorado, but learning that the gold excitement was 
groundless, they changed their course a little, and came 
over the old Platte River trail to Walla Walla valley.” I 
found this little insight to be intriguing, especially so as 
we approach the sesquicentennial of that gold rush.   
 

In searching for information about Frances’s father and 
the legislature, Maureen found a link about the migra-
tion west of the Seventh Day Baptists (of which the 
Maxons were strong supporters). The link said: 
“Tracing the westward migrations of the colonial  

Seventh-day Baptists [SDB], Milton, Wisconsin was 
one of their most successful settlements. One of the 
reasons was the founding and support of Milton 
College.” This was the area in Wisconsin where 
Frances Adelia Maxon was born in 1850. I immediate-
ly wrote to Maureen: “You’re not [going to] believe 
what I have to tell you. My mother, Murrielle 
McGaffee, attended Milton College. Does that blow 
your mind, or what? Mom tells in one of her early 
chapters in her book, how she attended there for one 
year, 1929-1930.  She wasn’t SDB, but her high school 
friend in Clarkston, WA, was. Helen Johnson’s father 
was a doctor (M.D.) in the Lewiston, ID/Clarkston, 
WA, area.”   
 

He and his wife were SDB, and wanted their daughter 
to go to Milton. Mom didn’t want to go to college, so 
she figured a plan: she’d tell her mother, Mabel 
(Holcombe) McGaffee, who wanted Mom to be a 
teacher, as was Mabel, that she’d only go to college if 
she could go to Milton with Helen. Mom figured it’d 
be too far away, and her mother wouldn’t let her go 
that far. But that plan backfired; Grandmother thought 
it was a great idea (she was impressed with Helen and 
her family). Plus, it was in Wisconsin where Grand-
mother had been raised.   
 

Is that not a strange turn of events?  This emigrant, 
Frances A. Maxon, born in the Milton, Wisconsin, 
area, marries John S. McGaffee---and 33 years later 
her step-granddaughter, my mother, Murrielle 
McGaffee, returns to Milton to go to college (not ever 
knowing her step-grandmother---or that she was born 
at Milton).  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

NICE VAN DUSSEN RANCH SWALES 
On Saturday, March 22, the weather and the drying out 
from winter precipitation allowed the Van Dussen 
Ranch trail remnants of Goodale’s Cutoff to be 
marked. The lead story in the December 2007 issue of 
Trail Dust had indicated the short hike for the first-
time viewing of that section of the route, and during 

the days following the hike permission had been 
obtained from Jim Little to mark that private land. The 
weather, however, soon became winter-severe, and few 
opportunities were available to do the marking.  
 

A few markers had once been placed on the Idaho 
State and BLM lands to the east of the ranch, over a 
small pass, the first such marking of the 1863 Variant 



of the cutoff through Crane Creek. (Much of this trail 
will be seen during the August 3, convention pre-tour 
by Jim McGill, but this will be limited to 10 private 
vehicles! If we can place extra riders inside of those 
vehicles for the full day tour that will be acceptable.) 
 

Amy Linville, Meg Davis, and her son Don Davis—the 
two ladies are rather new members of OCTA—went on 
the outing with this Editor and Patti. The ladies had 
gotten involved earlier, even before membership, in 
marking part of the trail that went north of Emmett, ID. 
They are also involved with the convention planning. 

 
   DON & MEG DAVIS—EAST END, VANDUSSEN RANCH 
The marking involved about 1.5 miles of remaining 
swales across the ranch, along a drainage south of 
Corral Creek. This completed the identification of 
about 3.5 miles of continuous remaining swales, the 
eastern first part along upper Haw Creek. 

 
VAN DUSSEN SWALE, 1863 VARIANT OF THE GOODALE  
_____________________________________________________________ 

150 Mi. SE,THE JEFFREY-GOODALE 
Six days and 150 miles SE later, the first part of the 
1862 Goodale train’s route was checked for markers 
in the Fairfield, ID, area—well anyway was driven 
east! Only three markers were found, and one new one 
was placed, but not because there were not more of the 
carsonites still in place. They were hiding. From the 
green, spring swales of the Van Dessen ranch, Idaho’s 
Trails Preservation Officer and Patti backed into winter 
again, with many-layered snow remnants and recently 
added storm deposits still covering some roads. 

 
FENCE-WIRE DEEP SNOW, AND ONLY THE TIP OF THE 
JEFFREY-GOODALE MARKER AT COUNTY LINE ROAD  
No one was attempting to rush the trail season! The 
persistent precipitation during this year, however, was 
evident, making the winter tour a whitened joy-ride!   

 
HUNGRY FELLOW , CHICKEN-TAME & WANTING FEED  
This guy came up to us unafraid. He talked, requesting 
to follow us home. He appreciated a piece of bread! 
_____________________________________________________________ 

IOCTA BOARD MEETING--March 29 
On Saturday, March 29, IOCTA’s board and staff met 
in Hagerman, ID, for the spring meeting. Business was 
attended to before lunch. Regular reports were given, 
which all appeared to indicate the progress IOCTA has 
been making in the areas of the growing income and 
budget, trail work, the Website additions, the national 
OCTA spring board meeting, and the progress toward 
the August convention—including its related activities. 
 

The Montpelier area Oregon-California Trails signing 
project was finalized, the update on Jerry Eichhorst’s 
cooperative BLM trail byway project was reported, and 
the NPS auto tour booklet was about finished for its 
publication before the convention. Board minutes will 
be posted on www.Idahoocta.org, and sumarized in the 
next Trail Dust. OCTA Members Meeting, April 26!  



NORTH ALTERNATE PROGRESS 
After the board meeting on March 29, several mem-
bers of IOCTA were led on a tour by Jerry Eichhorst to 
some parts of the North Alternate Oregon Trail. His 
work is an ongoing project to discover and accurately 
map all of that important emigrant route. He has found 
one new loop of several miles of that trail that departed 
from the common Kelton Road. His documentation is 
quite extensive, supported by many emigrant diaries, 
and when finally written-up will leave no doubts about 
the new discovery and all other exact trail routes.  

 
   THIS “V” SWALE CROSSES A PRESENT ROAD AREA 

 
    THIS DEEP SWALE WILL IMPRESS ALL RUT-NUTS!  
Locations will not be reported now, but these are in the 
area of Hagerman and Bliss, ID. Jerry’s research will 
clarify the distinctions between the North Alternate, 
the Kelton Road, and the Oregon Trail, sometimes with 
common routes in a few places. Marking begins soon. 
_____________________________________________________________

OREGON TRAIL ELDERHOSTEL TOURS   
Jim Prichard --  Experience our nation’s pioneer 
legacy on the Oregon Trail, July 9-24 & September 10-
25, 2008, with an Elderhostel 10-day tour in an ultra-
modern motor coach. It is a great experience says Eula 
and Jim Pritchard of Ephrata, Washington. If you are 
not at least 50 years old, you need to find a 50 years 
old whom you may go with and share a room. 

More than a trail, the rutted, rocky route west was a 
dream in the minds of travelers searching for the way 
to a better life, It was a path to the promised land, the 
“land of milk and honey,” the fertile Willamette valley 
of the Oregon Territory.  Follow in the footsteps of 
these hardy pioneers to recapture the essence of one of 
America’s most remarkable migrations.  Examine the 
joys and sorrows of the trail…and see the unrivaled 
beauty of the landscapes of nearly one-third of our 
country through 6 states, each unique in history, top-
ography, and character. 
 

For more information contact Elderhostel, Inc. at 
800-454-5768, www.elderhostel.org, or 11 Avenue de 
Lafayette    Boston, MA 02111. Program # 13713RJ. 
____________________________________________________________ 

Convention 2008 Wagon Train Web Site 
 See the Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff Train TWINS!          

       
For continually updated information on the wagon train 
that will cross Idaho to Nampa in July-August 2008: 
http://members.cox.net/ice_man1/index.htm 
_____________________________________________________________ 

REGISTRATION FORMS ONLINE  
Word has come of the finalizing of plans for the 2008 
Convention Registration, and participants can now 
go online for electronic registration or for printing 
out forms to be mailed to OCTA. Go to Web pages: 
www.IdahoOCTA.org, www.octa-trails.org, directly  
https://www.eventville.com/catalog/eventregistrati
on1.asp?eventid=1003735 
_____________________________________________________________ 

COLLEGE COURSES OFFERED 
      (During the OCTA Convention) 
Heritage Institute/Antioch Univ.--Seattle 
HI 406n --$390 or HI 506n --$415   2008 Oregon-
California Trails Association Convention Course, 
Emigrant Trails: Tragedies & Triumphs.  



This convention is suitable for five quarter-hour credits 
of continuing education credit by attending the full 
convention and completing a packet of readings and 
lesson plan assignments. Oregon and Washington 
teachers may apply for a $200 scholarship to help 
cover costs. For information, questions, or registration 
forms call 541-276-8206 or e-mail drighsid@uci.net.   
Instructors:  Keith May & Christina May  
5 NE Despain Avenue    Pendleton, OR  97801 
+++++++++++++++++                                          ++++++++++++++++++ 

Northwest Nazarene University--Nampa 
HS 550: Exploring Oregon-California Trails 2008   
Course Description: This course is offered in conjunc-
tion with the National Oregon California Trails Con-
ference and will include historic presentations, field 
trips on the trails, and other related activities. Course 
Dates: August 4-9, 2008          twcantrell@nnu.edu  
Instructor,   Terry Cantrell     208 467 8871 
----------------- 

Registration At: National Oregon-California Trails 
Conference, Nampa Civic Center, Aug. 4, 2008. From 
1-3 Graduate Semester Credits  --  $65 per credit  
 

Early Convention Activities Information : James 
McGill   jwmcgill@cableone.net    208 467 4853 
_____________________________________________________________                                 
APR. 26-MEMBERSHIP / PLANNING  
On April 26, 2008, the membership of I-OCTA will 
meet in Nampa, ID, at 10:00 AM, and during the same 
afternoon, at 2:00 PM, the Convention Planning Com-
mittee will meet. The meetings will occur at the Quick 
Wok/Dutch Inn, 1120 12th Ave., (Highway 45), on 
the south side of Nampa. All possible members who 
can attend both meeting are encouraged to do so and to 
learn about the latest developments in preparing for the 
August 5-9 Convention. All others, some who are on 
the sub-committees, will be welcomed as visitors to 
the membership meeting, and for a good opportunity 
to find out more about OCTA and the Idaho Chapter. 
 

The progress of the planning has been excellent, and 
there will be planning meetings only about every six 
weeks for a while. We will send out a call/reminder 
before each planning meeting, and let all helpers know 
the main agenda of business for that date. We will be 
encouraging all committees’ actions toward the goal 
dates that have been determined for progress markers. 
____________________________________________________________ 

LETTERS AND NOTES 
Hi, Jim,  Sounds like a super meeting is planned. By 
now, traditionally, those who haven't seen the imme-
diate need to get things done, all of a sudden under-
stand and it begins snowballing. We will toast you at 
our anniversary meal. [Frank/Mary Ann’s] The regis-

tration booklet looks great. You all did a great job on 
getting Susan the info to put in it. It is very exciting. 
See you next month. Joyce Everett and I plan to come. 
If you have any pre-post info you want passed on, 
other than what you folks are planning, send it along 
and I will put it on E-News. Good luck on the [March 
planning] meeting. Mary Ann Tortorich 
----------------------------- 

Good Morning, My little brother just delivered me a 
binder for the GUEST BOOK, for the wagon train. 
Please add him to Friends of the Wagon Train. DELL 
** Lee A. Mangum   The SHEEP SHED GIFT SHOP 
Box #43, Atomic City, Idaho  83215   (208) 317-9173 
                                                             Dell Mangum 

 
------------------------ 

Dear Jim,    My wife and I are interested in attending 
the OCTA convention in Nampa. We have not joined 
OCTA yet but would like to know if we can attend if 
we are not members, and what the cost would be. Also, 
what is the membership cost? . . . We live in Kaysville, 
UT, have a friend who is a member. We will join the 
Salt Lake Company. Thanks, Doug [Nancy] Williams 
------------------------- 

Jim: We are currently active in mapping the 
Cherokee Trail through Colorado, and have some 
questions about OCTA standards. Current technology 
gives us the ability to use GPS to accurately map 
irregular paths with associated software. OCTA only 
accepts marked hard copies of 7.5 minute topo maps. 
We have been experimenting with many individual 
GPS readings, and transferring these points onto our 
topo maps. Has OCTA explored the possibility of 
creating acceptable standardized GPS mapping proced-
ures?  Has OCTA developed any acceptable method of 
transferring GPS data to 7.5’ topo maps?  
 

Any help or suggestions you can provide to aid us 
would be greatly appreciated. We recognize you’ve 
been very active in Idaho mapping and have most 
likely encountered the same problems we are now 
experiencing. Bruce Watson         (continued p. 6) 
------------------------------- 
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Jim, Thank you so much for continuing to keep me in 
the loop with your wonderful newsletter. Since postage 
is going up and copy expenses being what they are, I 
can make do with the email version. My new email 
address is annemallin@peoplepc.com  You should be 
proud of the great job you and your chapter are doing. 
Anne Mallinson 
------------------------- 
Howdy Dell,    Fantastic to actually hear your lovely 
American drawl, LOL. I think we will get along just 
fine, as we can understand each other. Will be pleased 
to enjoy the other fellow travelers along the trail [will 
ride with wagon train]. I will do chores too so hope not 
to be too much of a greenhorn. Will record my travels 
probably on a hand held tape recorder to type it up. 
Janette Scott     9B St. Ninians Stirling, Scotland.        
janette@midgee1.fsnet.co.uk  
___________________________________________________________ 

NEW TO I-OCTA AND/OR OCTA  
Dave Lancaster, Nampa, ID, Jerry & Virginia 
Blanz, Livermore, CO. 


