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I-OCTA EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH—POCATELLO 4" GRADERS Editor
On March 22, 2006, your Editor and Vice President, Lyle Lambert, were privileged to present a
historic trails program to three classes of some of Idaho’ s fourth grade Idaho History students at
Gate City Elementary School in Pocatello. Lyle had arranged for the program through one of
the parents that he knew, Tracy Blanchard, and with one of the teachers, Ann Jones. As every
OCTA member knows the education of the public about our historic trail heritage is one of the
highest priorities of our duties, and is really an enjoyable way to create more interest in our

jwmcgill @pobox.com

work. Ann took several OCTA brochures and other hand-outs to share with parents.

One of the most difficult things about this kind of
presentation is the limit on time, and the decisions about
what al information can be shared. Thereis so much to
be offered and so many routes in Idaho that could be
discussed, but limited time.

The various trail routes near the Pocatello areawere
shared, a sample of a carsonite marker and various
marker decals were shown, and alot of largetrail rut
photographs were passed around for the students to see.

Students' questions were answered, and these raised
several subjects about deaths on the trails, the hardships,
and some details about the Utter Disaster were given as
an example of the kinds of hardships that emigrants
faced. Each student got a copy of the Utter Disaster
brochure to share with parents. _McGill Photo

ANN JONES FOURTH GRADE CLASS& LYLE LAMBERT

These students were working on a unit in their Idaho
History subject that goes into a detailed study of the

Oregon Trail history. The sharing by I-OCTA members
was much appreciated by the Teacher and her Aide,
Britton Blauer and the students

MORE POCATELLO

I-OCTA islooking forward to working with administra-
tors of the Fort Hall Reservation near Pocatello. They
have expressed an interest in our marking some of the
remaining trail across their lands, and this would be
guite a privilege. The Shoshoni-Bannock lands have not
before been marked near the Fort Hall site, and there are
some good remaining trail remnants and variants that
could be identified.

Vice President, Lyle Lambert will be working on
planning this cooperative effort with I-OCTA President,
Doug Jenson, Idaho Falls, and with members of the
Indian Council. Thisis anew venture for the Idaho
Chapter, never before having been approached by the
Native Americans for reservation trail marking!



MARCH TRAIL: GLENNS FERRY BURN

Asin February, finding aday to get out on the trailsin
March was difficult--afew possible good days being
filled with prior obligations. Finally on March 30",
2006, with the assistance of Jeff Ross, BLM Archeolo-
gist, Twin Falls, the burned area of the South Alternate
Oregon Trail near Glenns Ferry was finished. On July 5,
2005, Patti and this Editor had visited the area and
placed afew new markers soon after the burn. The story
was featured in the August 2005 Trails Dust. McGill

JEFF ROSS GRASPS BURNED POST, JIM MCGILL CUTSIT
During the visit in July 2005, the area was still black
from the burned brush and grass, and sooty-dust. Only a
little of the burn was evident by March 30, mostly on the
stubs of brush that remained. The green of plant lifeis
beginning to show after alot of rainy days.

Some posts that appeared to be only slightly burned and
which could still hold adecal in July 05 had been left in
place, but by spring had deteriorated and the protruding
fibersinside the slick covering were showing. It appears
that once a carsonite post has been seared and the
coating burned the post will soon weather away!

UPPER ROUTE FULLY DISCOVERED AFTER THE BURN
Only onthislast trip was all of the upper route, away
from the side of theriver, completely walked and
marked. It went over the south large rocky ridge, to the
west and met the river route near the west end of the
BLM land. Two crossovers from high to low route were
also discovered. One variant or braid that was found
during the 2005 visit crossed over alow rocky ridge near
the river on the west end. It had replaced part of the trail
that caved off into the river before emigrant travel
ended. It was mentioned on page 1, August 2005 T. D.

DOWN ROCK-LINED TRAIL RAMP TO THE RIVER TRAIL
A white marker near the bottom and up on the ramp
make it visible from the freeway on the north side of the
river, near the eastern tip of the land projection and
shorter rocky ridge. During thistrip it became clear aso
that wagons had made an “S’ path over the low rocky
ridge, and the southern entrance through the rocks to the
trail over the ramp was found. Satellite Photo

RIVER ROUTE, UPPER ROUTE & REPLACEMENT TRAIL
I-OCTA thanks Jeff Ross for assisting in this marking,
and we look forward to working with him on thetrail to
the SE of Glenns Ferry on June 8-10. There are miles of
trail coming from the Hagerman Fossil beds area, and
cross the land being torn up by motorcycles. That story
was featured in the May 2005, Trail Dust. Remember
the photo below? We will be mapping accurately every
braid/variant, remarking and giving the BLM accurate
information on the trail damage so this can be stopped!

AN EYESORE, WITHIN VIEW & SEVERAL TIMESACROSS
TRAIL RUTS—SPEAKING MORE THAN 1000 WORDS!




[-OCTA Board Mesting, April 8, 2006
The minutes of the last meeting of the staff and board
members of I-OCTA display the relevant business and
planning for thetrail touring season with some areasto
be marked. Thanks Jerry Eichhorst!

“1-OCTA Board Meeting, April 8,06, Twin Falls, ID.

Meeting called to order at 10:00 by Doug Jenson, President. In
attendance were Doug Jenson, Jerry Eichhorgt, Lyle Lambert,
Jim McGill, Wally Meyer, Peg Cristobal, Kathy Jenson, Jane
Whyllie, Gil Wyllie, and Clair Ricketts.

Doug read the minutes of the previous meeting held at
Mountain Home, Oct. 22, 2005. Gil motioned to approve,
Lyle seconded, and they were approved.

Doug reviewed the treasurer’ s report prepared by Bill Wilson.
Some discussion on timing of membership payments; they
will dribble in throughout the year now that they are handled
through the national organization. Jimisselling the Trail Dust
CDs, money goes to the treasury. Peg moved to accept the
report, Jim seconded, approved.

Preservation — McGill. Goodale north of Eagle—Wally and
Jim are working on it, concern about potential development by
M3 Company. City of Rocks — issues about the climbers
wanting Twin Sisters. Ditto Creek area burned last August.

Mapping —McGill. No progress due to other commitments.
We are the only group which has submitted any GPS data.
Jim wantsto do a section by Canyon Creek.

Website — Jerry: $11.95/month.

Old Business:
Elderhostel: extensive, expensive. Doug has anitinerary. Jim
will be taking them on the Utter sites, Boise to Baker. Doug
will do from Montpelier to Twin Falls. We need someone to
take them from Twin Falls to Boise 6/18, 8/6, 9/3, 9/13.
Concern about the dates, Jim will contact them. Peg read the
ad from the magazine. Jerry could do the Twin Fallsto Boise
if heisdtill here.

BLM Diary copies: Wally has them organized, waiting on
Bill to make the copies. We need to identify how many to
make.

Montpelier sign: Coordination work still needs to be done.
We are waiting on the lady there, Eulalie Langford. Need to
propose sign changes to her.

New Business:
Meeker re-enactment: Doug passed out a detailed schedule.

Membership meeting April 19. Discussion on location.
Jerome suggested, need to find out if the library is available.
Call after lunch. Recommended the Forest Service building in
Twin Fallsthat we used before. Doug will contact Jeff Ross
of BLM to see what he has available. Tentatively plan field
trip for Three IsSand Crossing area. Check Oxbow Restaurant
in Bliss on the way home — Jerry.

National Board Meeting: Doug and Bill attended [national
board] meeting in Phoenix. Bill made a motion that we are
officially the “Idaho” Chapter, and it passed unanimously.

Discussion on nominating Afton Patrick for an OCTA
educator’s award. Peg suggested we should do it from |-
OCTA and all agreed.

Schedule of Events: much discussion, mostly ended up on the
official schedule, which see. Some discussion of insurance
and what is an official event. Waiver form is essential. Will
be discussed more at general membership meeting in three
weeks. Clair mentioned that the Stricker cemetery fence has
burned and needsto be replaced. Itisan OCTA fence. Peg
wants the outings written up to de-emphasize the “ marking”
and focus on the “tour” aspect to try and attract more outside
interest.

Jerry made a motion to adjourn, Wally seconds. Adjourned.”
(Jerry Eichhorst recorded the Minutes for Kay Coffman, Sec.)

I-OCTA BOARD SETS 2006 CALENDAR
2006 Calendar of Events
April 29, 06 Genera I-OCTA membership Oxbow
Restaurant, Bliss. 3 Island Crossing tour afterwards.
May 13 Boating outing. Brownlee Reservoir,
Goodale Cutoff Zig-Zag Road hike.
June 8-10 Thousand Springsto Glenn’s Ferry.
Backup date June 15-17. Coordinated with
Jeff Ross of BLM.
July 8 Ditto Creek [burn] mark; lower Ditto Creek,
rock writings. Jim & Wally, work w/landowners.
Aug. 9-12 National Convention, St. Joseph, MO
Sept. 9 McTucker road/Atomic City [Goodae
burn] arearemarking. Jim McGill coordinate
with Dick Hill of BLM.

Sept. 23 Danskin Peak/Dixie Station to Ditto Creek

(top part.) Rough bad road. Marking outing, Jim

McGill will coordinate w/Dean Shaw.
Oct. 7 Combined board and general meeting at
Fairfield Forest Service office.

(Some short work tripswill be set with late
noticeasthe BLM field officers can be sche-
duled—emailed notices as early as possible.)

DISSAPEARING OREGON TRAIL

On April 13, 2006, Patti and this Editor finished marking
a short section of the Oregon Trail south of Hot Springs
Creek Reservoir, about 8 miles ESE of

Mountain Home, ID. We had marked some on both
north and south ends last October 22 with Wally Meyer
and some members, after the fall I-OCTA membership
meeting. At that time Wally said that he thought there
was a branch of the trail going straight south of a™"Y,"
avariant that had never been marked, and is not
shown on the BLM maps.



The ruts also appear to have gone on south of a second
reservoir (following them southerly) to a small natural
ponding area on Hot Springs Creek, on the south side of
Oregon Trail Road--before the trail branched and came
westerly from the eastern route. The small ponding area
may have been a camp site on the stream before
wagons went north.

OREGON TRAIL ROUTES, N. OF OREGON TRAIL ROAD
The alarming thing that we found is that the bottom half
of Section 3 and the western part of Section 10, al the
State land on the northern and western side of a stream,
is being destroyed! A sage brush ripper has been tearing
up the land, and it appeared that the only reason that all
the ruts there are not gone isthat it got too wet this
spring to continue! We wondered if someone with big
dollars and no sense had purchased this state land!

SAGE BRUSH RIPPER TRACKS ACROSS DOUBLE BRAIDS
OF THE TRAIL WITH HEAVY BRUSH GROWING IN THEM

We thought that since the western branch had never been
identified and marked that no one knew of the trail there
and so it was being torn up. However, even the eastern
trail, which iswell shown on the BLM maps and which
had old markers on it, is being destroyed north of the
stream all the way to the BLM land! Wefear that it is

only time before the ripper comes back and finishesthe
job, ending 1.5 miles of the eastern trail from the BLM
land to the southern larger reservoir! The eastern route
north of the stream will also be gone!

We put new markers on every segment of trail that
remains so any more destruction will not be done in
ignorance of the Oregon Trail®existence there! It would
be nice to know that someone might see the new markers
and question what they are doing to some of America's
historica heritage!

TRAIL-RELATED PRESENTATIONS

Asapart of the Idaho Archaeology and Historic Preser-
vation Month in May some presentation sponsored by
the Canyon County Parks Department—with cooper-
ation by the Canyon County Historical Society—will
feature historic trail’ sinformation. Donald Shannon will
share part of hisvast knowledge about the 1854 Ward
Massacre, at 10:00 am, Saturday May 13, 2006, Ward
Park SE of Middleton, ID, on Lincoln Road.

On Saturday, May 20, at Celebration Park (Snake
River site near the 1896 historic railroad bridge), at
10:00 am, James M cGill will present some of the story
of the Utter Disaster. Participants will be able to look
across to the Owyhee County side of theriver, and see
where those desperate survivors to the upriver, Hender-
son Flat attacks passed along in August 1860.

Info/directions: Sharon Plager

thepark @canyoncounty.org

APRIL 29, 2006. |-OCTA MEMBERSHIP
Saturday, April 29, has been approved by I-OCTA
for the spring member ship meeting. | nfor mation has
now been made available for time and place. As seen
on the activity schedule above, member swill meet at
the Oxbow Restaurant at Bliss, |daho, at 10:00 am.

TravisBowley, OCTA’'sManager, will attend from
Independence, MO, and possibly Vern Gorzitze,
President of OCTA from Salt L ake City. There will
be an afternoon field trip to see some of thetrail at
Threelsland Crossing, GlennsFerry.

Membersand visitors areinvited. Email Doug
Jenson, [ensondd@ida.net for mor einformation.

Hi everyone:
Here are the minutes and schedule of events which came
out of the board meeting yesterday. Thanksto Jerry
[Eichhorst] for taking the minutes. Jerry aso checked
out the Oxbow Restaurant for a meeting site for April
29. Wed® meet there. Jerry went above and beyond the
call of duty and sampled the pie, and pronounced it
"excellent." What more could we want? His driving
directions: -84 to exit 141, go west 1/2 mile, south side.




[-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFF
Douglas Jenson - - President  jensondd@ida.net
LyleLambert - - Vice-Pres. Antiquesaz@aol.com
Jerry Eichhorst - - Vice-Pres.  jeichho@mail.com
William Wilson - - Treasurer  ma_bill @msn.com
Kay Coffman - Secretary minikatz2@aol.com
James M cGill - Preservation jwmcgill @pobox.com
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster 1dahoOCTA..org
Peg Cristobal & Jane Wyllie- - Historians (bel ow)
William Wilson - -Membership Chair (above)
Wendy Miller- Library Chair - -
canyoncountymuseum@netzero.net
Board of Directors

Peggy Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com
Walter Meyer wallywanch@worldnet.att.net
Gil Wyllie (Jane) gilwyllie@msn.com
Clair Rickets virginia@northrim.net
Lynn Porter k9hrd@hotmail.com

| have e-mailed Travis Boley for information on how
much time he has. Assoon as | have information | will
pass it along. Good meeting yesterday. | appreciate all of
your efforts and interest.

Seeyou all in acouple of weeksin Bliss.
Regards, Doug [Jenson, Pres. |-OCTA]

From the Editor:

I have completed the paper on the Goodale Cutoff across
Oregon with the present available information, and it is
at the proof reader@® Thisincludes 1) an outline of the
history of Tim@and Jennie®descendents, 2) infor-
mation that is now available about Tim until the mid
1890s and 3) sections of route maps, satellite photos and
pre-trip inspection/information about the trail route as
seen from those photos. After the June 23-25 trip to the
area |l will put together some photo reports that can be
attached, on-ground information and pictures.

When the proof reading and correction are done this
paper will be available free by email, but will be alarge
file (72 page Word or PDF file) and dow to receive if
you are on phone line access. | can copy and mail for a
small charge.

Later both the 2004-05 paper on the Goodale North
across ldaho and this paper may be combined into a
book, with photos and maps. The whole has come to be
amajor project, but has now brought together about all
the information and related history possible on the
Goodale family and the historic cutoff route!

Jim --
My brother, Kirk, and | are organizing atrip to Craters
of the Moon on June 2nd - 4th for past members of the

Pomona College Botany Department. Dr. Edwin
Phillips, who was instrumental in establishing the field
of ecology in the early 1950@(Ed isin his early 90®and
till fit as dl get-out) and Dennis Ojima, who is on the
Board of the Ecological Society of America, plus many
others of note will be camping at Craters. Alan Sands
(the Nature Conservancy) and Tess O@ullivan (Lava
Lake) will discuss our work on landscape-scale conser-
vation. We are arranging participation by Craters staff
scientistsaswell. As part of our weekend, we will be
going into the Cottonwood range on Goodal e® Cutoff.

Would you or one of your OCTA colleagues be interes-
ted in leading a discussion on Idaho trail history with a
particular emphasis on Goodal e®on Saturday, June
3rd? We could meet at the Monument and caravan the
few milesto the Cutoff. My intention isto go into Big
Cottonwood (we have a yurt there) and have lunch, the
trail discussion, alittle botanizing, etc.

Let me know; it would be good to see you again. And
thanks for keeping us on the distribution list; even
though time is very tight these days, | enjoy reading your
emails.

Regards, Brian S. Bean brian@lavalake.net
LavalLakelLand & Livestock, L.L.C.
3527 Washington Street, San Francisco, CA 94111
P 415.922.5378 www.lavalakelamb.com
The Jeffrey-Goodal e Cutoff passes through Big Cotton-
wood. This Editor will meet the group at Craters on June
3, and will discuss Jeffrey-Goodal e Cutoff, and the
continuation across ldaho—all of it! Visitors welcome!

Jm:

M3 Companiesis planning a development on 8,775
acres north of Eagle which will include about 12,000
homes, commercia development, and a 2,235 acre
regional park on the BLM lands north of Homer Rd.
Thisisthe area crossed by the Goodale® Cutoff [north
route]. | know you have sent Goodale info to Ada
County, but don®know if M3 has seen it. Probably not!

Asldaho OCTA®Preservation Officer, | feel you should
send material s regarding Goodale® Cutoff north of Eagle
to Jeffrey A. Davis, The M3 Companies, L.L.C., 110
East Gurley St., Suite 200, Prescott, Arizona 86301. His
phone no. is 928 771-0411.

On April 17, M3 will hold a meeting at the Eagle Middle
School, 1000 Floating Feather, at 6 PM to present its
plans to those interested.

Wally Meyer
Materials have been sent to M3, as well asthe Mayor of
Eagle who isinvolved in decisions about the land! We
have offered field trips for these people to see the trail!



[-OCTA Membership renewals are now being made through the National OCTA, by adding
Chapter dues when full membership is paid. For those who choose only to send your renewal of
Trail Dust subscriptions, $10 per year due in April will be mailed to Bill Wilson, Treasurer,
5204 Waterwheel Drive, Boise, ID. 83703-3130 Please respond now to support this paper if
you appreciateit, and you will continue to get Idaho’ s Historic Trails news, will be reminded of
activities, and will still be able to attend those activities when you choose to go along. All
visitors are always welcomed!

If you would like to know more about OCTA and consider this worthwhile membership, upon
request to this Editor or the Treasurer information will be mailed to you. Y ou can also learn
more with avisit the national OCTA web site at www.octa-trails.org and Idaho-OCTA’ s site at
www.ldahoocta.org

James McGill, Editor
Idaho Chapter of OCTA
305 Melba Drive
Namypa, |daho 83686



